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WHERE IN THE WORLD DO I START LOOKING??     
 

This is an introductory guide to reference information in Drama, Theatre and 
Film. These materials are housed in the Main Library.  More sources of 
information can be found on Murrell Library’s Web page at 

http://www.moval.edu/library1 including several Online Resources, and MVC’s 

online catalog Quest.  You can search for eBooks and books at MVC using 

Quest, or search for books at other Missouri academic libraries. Quest can be 

accessed via any computer that has Internet access. 

 
 ENCYCLOPEDIAS AND COMPANIONS 
 

REF PN 2220 .C35  Cambridge Guide to American Theatre 

REF PN 1861 .M4   Concise Encyclopedia of Modern Drama 

REF PN 1625 .M3  McGraw-Hill Encyclopedia of World Drama 

REF PN 1625 .S6  New Theatre Handbook and Digest of Plays 

REF PN 2220 .B6  Oxford Companion to American Theatre 

REF PN 2035 .H3  Oxford Companion to the Theatre 

REF PN 2035 .B6  Theatre Language: a dictionary of terms 

 
 GUIDES 
 

REF PN 1995.9 .C34 H87 Back Stage Guide to Casting Directors 

REF PN 2285 .C58  Contemporary Theatre, Film & Television 

REF PN 1998 .A1 L5 Feature Films on 8mm, 16mm, & videotape: a directory 

REF PN 2289 .S8  Summer Theatre Directory 

REF PN 2289 .T23  TCG Theatre Directory 

REF PN 2289 .T53  Theatre Profiles  

 
 BIBLIOGRAPHIES 
 

REF Z 5781 .T25  American Theatre History: An Annotated Bibliography 

REF Z 1231 .D7 S55 American Drama 1918-1960: An Annotated Bibliography 

REF Z 5784 .B56 G7 Black Theatre and Performance 

REF PR 623 .C75  Critical Survey of Drama 

REF PN 2289 .D73  Dramatists Sourcebook 

 
 THEATRE REVIEWS/CRITICISMS/SUMMARIES 
 

REF PN 2220 .D7 P3 American Drama Criticism:  Interpretations 

REF PN 1998 .A57  American Film Institute Catalog 

REF PN 1601 .D59  Drama Criticism 

REF Z 5784 .C7 B7 Dramatic Criticism Index 

REF PN 1995 .M252 Magill's Cinema Annual 

REF PN 1995 .M3  Magill's Survey of Cinema 

REF AI 21 .N45  New York Times Index 

NYT Online     

REF Z 5781 .B18  Theatre and Allied Arts: a guide to books dealing with  

    history, criticism, & technique 

DRAMA/THEATRE/FILM 
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FINDING INDIVIDUAL PLAYS 
 

In its general collection, the library owns single copies of plays and plays 

in collections.  To find a single play, search the card catalog under the 

author or title of the play.  To find a play in a collection, use an index 

listed below or searches the Quest catalog under the subject heading: drama--

collections. 

 

REF PN 6112.5 .S45  Guide to Great Plays 

REF Z 5781 .K43   Index to Plays in Periodicals 

REF Z 5781 .O8   Ottemiller's Index to Plays in Collections 

REF Z 5781 .P53   Play Index 

 
 PERIODICAL GUIDES & ONLINE RESOURCES (electronic databases) 
 

Periodicals exist in many forms: their original paper form, bound materials, 

on microfiche, on microfilm, or in an online resource. The printed Drama, 

Theatre and Film related periodicals are housed in the Periodical Room 

located on the second floor of the Main Library. Microfiche and Microfilm are 

found in the Multimedia Room.  Online resources can be accessed via the 

Library’s web page. These online resources have both abstracts and some full-

text articles that you can read online, print, or e-mail.  

 

Begin your search for a journal or magazine article by looking in the 

periodical indexes (across from the Periodicals) or in the online resources. 

 Then check the List of Full Text Journals or Quest online catalog on the 

Library’s web site for the exact location of the periodicals needed. 

 
Periodical Indexes: 
REF AI 3 .H85   Humanities Index, 1980- 

REF AI 21 .N45   New York Times Index, 1946- 

REF AI 3 .R4   Readers' Guide to Periodical Literature, 1890- 

REF AI 3 .S62   Social Sciences Index, 1966- 

 
Online Resources: ArtSearch, Britannica Online, EBSCO, & NewsBank. 
  
 PERIODICAL SUGGESTIONS 
 

PN 2000 .A52,EBSCOhost American Theatre (current issue in Reading Room  

 Ebscohost   Film Comment 

Literature Online  Film Quarterly 

PN 1993 .F6473, EBSCOhost  Film in Review 

Ebscohost    Journal of Popular Film & Television 

NewsBank    New York Times  

PN 2000 .P52, microfilm    (1946-2000) (located in Media Room) 

Internet         Playbill (www.playbill.com)    

EBSCOhost         TCI: Theatre Crafts 

PN 3171 .E38         Theatre Journal 


