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With the start of the new academic
year, it was another opportunity for
Missouri Valley College to officially
welcome the class of 2012 at
Convocation ceremony.

The ceremony, held Sept. 4 at the
Burns Multipurpose Gym Complex,
featured speakers who talked to fresh-
men about what to expect and what
was expected of them while at
Missouri Valley.

Marilyn Belwood, Mathematics
associate professor, was the main
speaker at the event. Belwood, the
recipient of 2007-08 John C.
McCallum Teaching in Excellence
Award, started her speech with greet-
ings in different languages, symbolic
of the many nations represented at
Valley.

Belwood said she spent time think-
ing about what to include in her
speech. “I spent a lot of time because
I know it was very important for
freshmen to know they are important
to us,” Belwood said.

Belwood used a five-point strategy
to reach out to freshmen to help them
understand what it means to be at
Missouri Valley College for the next
four years of their academic and
social life. 

The five points included “connect-
ing with people, getting involved,
being headstrong with advice, finding
something you love to do, and being
that student that makes the classroom
great.”

Belwood emphasized the need for
students to get involved in a group or
activity while on campus.

“You alone can make a terrific
experience with your participation,”
Belwood said. “One individual can
make the difference in all the world.”

Belwood added that the faculty
was looking forward to knowing the
students not as the class of 2012 but
as individuals. She reminded them

that their coming to college was a
time to explore and discover what
they wanted to do with their lives.

“Convocation is a day set aside to
recognize them not only in a formal
context but to help them understand-
ing how they can attain their academ-
ic goals,” Belwood said. “The speak-
ers were there to share down-to-earth
experiences in order to help.”

In stressing the need for students to
be academically disciplined, Belwood
said that students need to be individu-
ally responsible in reaching for their
goals.

“We can not teach you every-
thing,” Belwood said. “We try to cre-
ate conditions that foster learning.”

President Bonnie Humphrey spoke
at the ceremony of the need for the
new students to make their time at
Valley more valuable by being

involved in all aspects of a college
setting.

“I would like you to become
engaged in the life of this campus,”
Humphrey said. “Talk to the faculty,
push them to their limits and make the
most of it.”

Heath Morgan, dean of students,
talked about the office of Student
Affairs and what it does for the stu-
dents.

“The Student Affairs office helps
make your stay at Valley the most
exciting and memorable years of your
life,” Morgan said. “The office also
helps coordinate activities and organ-
izations to enhance the college expe-
rience.”

Senior Colby Hazouri, SGApresi-
dent, narrated his accomplishments
since he was a freshman and thanked
the MVC faculty for helping him

attain his academic goals. 
Hazouri also thanked the college

for helping him learn beyond the
classroom.

“The college helped me and two of
my classmates attend an Amnesty
International conference in
Washington, D. C.,” Hazouri said.
“We were also able to make trips to
Columbia and St. Louis where we met
top political figures including former
President Bill Clinton.”

Hazouri reassured freshmen stu-
dents that they will find professors at
the college who are approachable and
willing to help them achieve their
academic goals.

Nicole Fisher, from Fair Play, Mo.,
said the event was very informative.

“I liked what the main speaker had
to say,” Fisher said “I think she did a
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Faculty Senate President Dessie Stafford leads speakers and faculty at the Convocation ceremony. 

Students urged to ‘connect, get involved’
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Do you remember your first days as
a college freshman? The feeling of
entering a different institution where
you were generally oblivious to the
way things were and how they
worked. 

For many people, this meant mov-
ing away from home and leaving
most, if not all, high school friends
behind, dealing with the all-too-famil-
iar anxiety attacks that left our minds
bewildered when confronted with the
thought of making new friends.

I’m positive we all dreaded getting
the right roommate or wondering if
the school’s cafeteria would provide

pleasing meals. 
As with any situa-

tion, being a college
freshmen isn’t easy.
Much like navigating
your way through an
unfamiliar terrain,
there are tools neces-
sary for a successful
venture. In accor-
dance, college fresh-
men are given many
tools to familiarize
and better understand
their new school. 

Colleges all across
America are thronged with hundreds
of new eager students every year
ready to experience the college life.

For many, it is a time where
moving away from home is the
best experience that has ever
happened while, for others, it
stands as a test of mental
strength and the ability to sur-
vive on their own. Apart from
the knowledge obtained from
college advisers during orien-
tations, students are ultimately
responsible for their actions.

On August 22, Missouri
Valley College again enrolled
more than 400 freshmen from
all across the country and the
world for its fall semester.
International students from
countries and continents, such
as Canada, the Bahamas,
Australia, England and
Germany and Africa, just to
name a few, became part of the
Missouri Valley family. 

What started as a day of

standing in long lines for registration
and the general acquisition of infor-
mation was only the first step toward
a new life. 

Though high schools may have
held orientations, I’m sure they never
compared to this one. At the freshmen
luncheon, students were introduced to
the college faculty and staff and
received an official welcome.
Students later met up with their
“freshmen seminar groups.” as the
other activities required teamwork
and later consist of eight weeks of
courses. Day one has been described
as “interesting” and “a new experi-
ence” by many students.

Henry Ford once said, “Coming
together is a beginning. Keeping
together is progress. Working together
is success.”These words can stand as
a silent message from Missouri Valley
as day two was our chance to get to
know our teammates and advisers a
little better through fun, competitive
activities and ultimately allow us to
reach individual success. 

The traditional “tug of war”’and
human pyramid were just a few of the
games played by each team in an
effort to be crowned the overall win-
ner. Each game required teamwork
and communication which are the
essentials for success not just here at
college but also in life. At the end of
the day, the team wearing the raspber-
ry-colored T-shirts won.

The best way to end a weekend of
orientation was definitely to close
with a church service of thanksgiving.
Held by the Soldiers for Christ organ-
ization, a general message of putting
Christ first in all that you do was the
main focus. We were again reminded
to enjoy our stay at Missouri Valley
and to leave here with more than just
a degree.

Freshmen orientation 2008 will be
forever remembered in the hearts and
minds of those who attended because
four years from now we’ll all look
back in amazement as we realize the
friendships and lessons we’ve learned
from Missouri Valley College.

Professor Roberts/The Delta

The gold and purple teams build a
human pyramid.

Sabrina Hooker/The Delta

The blue team uses teamwork and strength to compete in the tug-of-war contest.

Freshmen orientation builds teamwork, communication 
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Incoming freshman Nikola
Radenkovic experienced his first days
on the Missouri Valley College cam-
pus under the eye of a TV camera.

Niko, as his friends call him, was
followed around on campus by a film
crew 24/7 for a reality-type show that
is broadcast in Germany.

Though Niko was born in
Germany, he considers himself to be
Serbian. His parents, both Serbians,
moved to Frankfurt, Germany, right
before he was born. He has lived there
ever since, however, he always goes
back to Serbia for the holidays.

At the age of 16, Niko found his
passion for basketball at a street ball
tournament under a project for young
talents. It is the same passion that
eventually brought him to Missouri
Valley to play on the basketball team.

“If you go to college in Germany,
you’re done with sports,” Niko said.
He added that in Germany, college is
taken as seriously as a job. “If you go
to college, it consumes all your time
and you should have no distractions.”
He didn’t want to give up on basket-
ball, so he searched for options.

This past July, Niko packed his
bags and decided to go to a trial camp
in Miami, Fla., where coaches from
all over the United States would be

able to see him play. He said the camp
went pretty well. Niko made some
new friends and got offers from 14
colleges. One of those new friends,
Etjen Nako, who had accepted a
scholarship to play at Missouri Valley,
helped him make his final decision.  

“It’ s a whole new world for me and
I preferred having someone I knew
over here,” Niko said.

Niko and Etjen became good
friends despite that their native coun-
tries, Serbia and Albania, have politi-
cal issues. 

“It’ s a war between politics, not the
people,” Niko said.   

Six or seven other students from
the camp also came to Valley.

The TV crew from Germany was
with Niko for 10 days, including
while he was at the camp. They fol-
lowed him back to Germany and then
to Missouri, catching all the details
around his “coming to America”
experience. 

After arriving in Marshall, the crew
captured his first week at Missouri
Valley on film, which was a new
experience for most of the campus. 

“Most of the students were curi-
ous,” Carol Schupp, who works at the
check-in counter at the cafeteria.
“They seemed excited.” 

Although some people can be
uncomfortable with cameras around,
Niko didn’t mind. “I don’t have prob-

lems with cameras. However, some-
times they are annoying.” Because the
TV crew had a certain way of filming
the story, Niko said that at times they
were telling him what to do for the
scenes they needed.

Niko said he is glad the film crew is
gone now so he can concentrate on his
studies and basketball. 

The show, which will be broadcast
in the German language, will be airing
in a month or two in Germany. 

As a new college freshman in

America and away from home, Niko
said he misses his 9-year-old brother
who he played basketball with and
German bread. 

Many Germans watching Niko’s
show will be able to see aspects of stu-
dent life at Missouri Valley College. 

“This show is great exposure for
the college,” Schupp said. 

For Niko, with the courage to leave
home and to go into the unknown, he
is a new Missouri Valley Viking, liv-
ing out his dreams.

TV crew films start of student’s college life

Professor Roberts/The Delta

Niko is followed by the film crew at Freshmen Orientation

Cowboys get campus ready to rodeo
Ka tie Kimb le

DELTA STAFF WRITER

The Missouri Valley Viking rodeo
team members showed off their skills
on Tuesday in anticipation of their
only home performance.  

The Second Annual “Cowboys on
the Quad” was a promotional event
for the Viking rodeo team to inform
the campus about the weekend’s
upcoming rodeo. The Viking
Stampede, held Sept. 11-13, is impor-
tant to the team because it is the only
home competition all year.   

Rodeo team member David Clapp,
a junior from Lykers, Pa., said he was

“ready to rip some mane hair out,”
when he competes  in bareback horse
riding at the rodeo.  

Cowboys and cowgirls showed up
to rope the bale, ride the El’Toro
bucking machine, and dance to coun-
try music.  Sophomore Regina Bodine
of Springfield, Mo., said, “It’s awe-
some and I love the music.”  

Many of the students came out to
the quad to see what the rodeo team
had to offer.  While some tried their
hand at roping, others chose to relax
and listen to the music presented by
Missouri Valley College student
Brady Wilson. Wilson is a junior and
a member of the rodeo team. He has

been playing country and western
music for Missouri Valley students
and the rest of the community for the
past few years. 

“It was awesome, definitely some-
thing different,” said Alayna Palmer, a
junior and a member of the women’s
soccer team from Kennett, Mo., after
riding the bucking machine.  

After attending “Cowboys on the
Quad,” many students made plans to
attend the upcoming rodeo. 

“I’m getting excited,” said Stormy
Smith, a sophomore from Louisiana,
Mo., “I want to see it.” Smith said he
had watched rodeos on television, but
never seen one live. 

Joey Young/Contributor

James Earl Carter rides the buck -
ing machine with help from David
Clapp.
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Rain, mud hamperrodeo teams’home opener
Vikings drown the competition

By K atie Kimb le
DELTA STAFF REPORTER

The Missouri Valley Viking Rodeo Team came out
on top despite the mud that plagued the weekend’s
rodeo.

The men’s team finished first in the first rodeo of
the Ozark Region season, while the women’s team
came in a close second missing first by a mere 30
points.

More than six inches of rain fell over the Viking
arena during the three-day rodeo. Valley rolled on
and continued to show that the Viking rodeo team,
led by head Coach Ken Mason and Assistant Coach
Rusty Jones, was prepared to bring all it had to the
arena.

The crowd was few and far between this past
weekend with mainly proud parents in the stands.
However the show must go on, and on it went into
the night Saturday with the rain soaking an already
drenched arena.

As the rain came down, spirits rose higher
and the Vikings continued to stay optimistic.
A mud-covered Colton Butler exited the
arena from untying calves and simply said,
“I’m bringing sexy back right now darlin’.” 

The Viking arena may have looked dreary
with the six inches of rain it accumulated
over the weekend, but the teams didn’t let it
stop them from making some very remark-
able performances.

James Earl Carter may be new to the
Missouri Valley Vikings roster, but not to the
rodeo scene. He gave two impressive per-
formances in the muck and mud to win the
bareback riding competition and give the
men‘s team a 170-point push.

Freshman Jessica Brown took her barrel
horse to the pay window after a quick and
muddy performance in the barrel racing
where she totaled 135 points and won second
in the average for the weekend.

Adam Gilchrist took all the glory in the
saddle bronc competition winning the long
and short round giving him the win in the
average and an astounding 180 point total.

Casey Taylor took the breakaway compe-
tition by storm after a mishap caused her to
wait until the end of the rodeo to rope her
calf. She didn’t let it stop her from winning
the average for the weekend.

The rodeo team will travel to Magnolia,
Arkansas, Sept. 25-27. As well as Troy and
Livingston Alabama later next month.  They
will finish the semester with a double-header
at Murray, Kentucky.

Men’s Golf
The Missouri Valley College men's golf team com-

peted in the Graceland Invitational two weeks ago tak-
ing all three top spots. 

Entering three groups into the invitational Vikings
varsity group took first, followed by groups B and C
taking second and third. The men’s team will be play-
ing in the Lindenwood Fall Invitational this weekend
Sept. 21-23. 

Women’s Volleyball
The lady Vikings in their rebuilding year will be

traveling this weekend to Ft. Worth, Texas for a two-
day tournament. The team is 1-10 and 0-3 in the con-
ference. They will take on Central Methodist
University this Tuesday in Fayette, Missouri. 

Men’s & Women’s Soccer
The men’s soccer team is 2-3, with its next home

match against Harris Stowe State University, Sept. 28.
The lady Vikings’ are 1-4 and both teams will play
their first conference match on Sept. 30 against Culver
Stockton College starting at 2 p.m.

A Missouri Valley College rodeo team
member, who is covered in mud during the
steer wrestling event, gives the crowd a
thumbs-up.  Bad weather conditions tried to
ruin the team’s only home rodeo event, but
were unsuccessful.  

Yalimar Vidal/ The Delta

Yalimar Vidal/ The Delta
University of Tennessee at Martin rodeo team

member stays on his mount during bull riding com -
petition. Valley’s Will Crain finished second and
James Carter finished eighth.
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Undefeated Vikings host William Jewell Saturday
Devon Wade/The Delta

While the offensive line provides excellent coverage, quarterback Chris White drops back to pass in the season opener against Benedictine. 

Valley now 2-0 with big
win over Graceland

By Austin Za vala
DELTA SPORTS EDITOR

For two years, Missouri Valley
football fans have been sitting on the
edge of their seats, cheering relent-
lessly for each spine-tingling victory. 

Though the Vikings fell short in the
semi-finals of the National
Championship last year, this season
has great expectaions as the Vikings
are now 2-0. 

Coach Paul Troth’s team will face
William Jewell College tomorrow
night.

The football team has been hard at
work building on an already existing
winning tradition. 

“The unity of the team and the
leadership of the seniors is what sets
this team apart from previous teams,”
said Assistant Football Coach Monty
Roe. 

The number three preseason ranked
Vikings began their quest two weeks

ago hosting Benedictine College. 
Last season Missouri Valley

walked away with a win in a triple
overtime battle, but that would not be
the story this time around. 

The Vikings never trailed in the
game as they defeated the Ravens, 26-
16. With a big win over Benedictine,
Valley looked ahead to their next
opponent.

Last season the Vikings lost to
Graceland at home in what many con-
sidered a major upset. The Vikings,
avenged that loss this past Saturday,
rolling over Graceland University 48-
15. 

The defense kept the Yellowjackets
scoreless the entire first half and third
quarter, as seniors Jacory Lindsey and
Moamoa Palepale led the team with
three tackles each. 

As the defense held down its side,
the offense went to work from the
very beginning as quarterback Chris
White threw a 55 yard touchdown
pass to senior receiver Javion Jones to
start the game. 

White finished the game 9 for 14
totaling 154 yards with two touch-

downs. Senior running back David
Allen led the team in rushing with 10
carries for a total of 120 yards.

Graceland’s only scores of the
game came in the fourth quarter as the
second and third string defense was
put in for Valley. 

Valley will try to continue the win-
ning streak as they take on long time
rival William Jewell. 

The defense will look to dominate
as they did last season with a 25-14
victory over the Cardinals. The
Vikings kick off on Saturday at 6 p.m. 

Senior defensive lineman
Jacory Lindsey goes for a tackle
against Benedictine. 

Devon Wade/ The Delta

Devon Wade/ The Delta

The Vikings huddle together
before the game against
Benedictine. 
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After riding bulls as a member of
the Missouri Valley College rodeo
team, Waylon Hiler has returned to
campus to teach biology. 

The new assistant professor, who
graduated from Missouri Valley in
2003, is most recently from Ft.
Collins, Colo., but was born in
Denver. He teaches four biology
courses and two labs. His course sub-
jects include General Biology,
Environmental Science, Vertebrate
Zoology, Mammology, Herpetology,
and Ichthyology. 

He grew up in the country and
spent most of his time outside explor-
ing, hiking, fishing, and competing at
rodeos with his father. He said this is
what made him fall in love with
nature. 

“I couldn’t imagine myself work-
ing behind a desk in an office one
day,” Hiler said.  He formed his plans
for the future in high school when his
history teacher showed the class con-
servation videos about different
careers and biology. 

In college, Hiler became interested
in the conservation of non-game
species. He was drawn to this field
because of the general public’s lack of
interest. No one seemed to care about
creatures, like salamanders, snakes,
and frogs. But he was interested in
learning more about them.

What helped him to do that, and to
get to college, was a rodeo scholar-
ship. Hiler has been riding bulls since
he was 9 years old. “In bull riding, all

you need is your equipment,” Hiler
said. He was on Missouri Valley’s
rodeo team for four years and during
his senior year, he won the bull-riding
event at the team’s home rodeo. This
is one of his best memories from
Missouri Valley. He said he will
always remember the big crowd that
was cheering him that day.

Hiler said that the long-lasting
friendships he made through rodeo are
most precious to him.  

“College was a priority, but [rodeo]
definitely influenced the way I am, the
people I hang out with, the type of
music I listen to, the way I dress.” 

However, the direction his life has
taken is shaped mainly by his parents,
not rodeo. “They always stressed the
importance of college education.
Neither of them attended and wanted
my brother and I to have life opportu-
nities they didn’t.” 

“It’ s important to establish priori-
ties and keep life in perspective,”
Hiler said. School always came before
rodeo. 

His brother, one year younger, also
graduated from Missouri Valley with a
Biology degree and is now working
for an Environmental Consulting
Company in Cheyenne, Wyo. They
used to be roommates and were both
on the rodeo team. Waylon went on to
Arkansas State University to attain his
master’s degree in Biology in 2005.

Hiler is back after five years and he
is experiencing Valley in a very differ-
ent way. “It’ s a different atmosphere

for me,” he said, adding that he is
busier now and has almost no free
time. The buildings are the same, and
quite a few of the samples in the
Biology lab are the ones he collected
when he was a student here. However,
some of the familiar faces are gone. 

Hiler remembers his Chemistry
professor, Dr. Lawrence Krebaum,
with a smile and said, “I walked out of
his chemistry exam and was close to a
mental breakdown… I was pretty
shaky for 3 hours.” 

Now, as a faculty member, Hiler
sees things differently. “Your goal is
to educate students. You don’t want to
waste time goofing around.” 

His teaching techniques are based
mainly on what he has observed from
his professors, because he said he is
still trying to find the style that best
suits him.

As a Viking who, at one time, rep-
resented the college on the rodeo
team, Hiler has taken on the chal-
lenges of his new role in instructing
college biology. He hopes to make
students familiar with the miracles of
biology that kept him interested in
that study for all these years.
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New faculty,
staff arrive

A dance professor who lived for a
year in Africa, an English professor
who will help students travel to
other countries, and a radio profes-
sional serving as the new “Voice of
the Vikings” are among the many
faculty and staff members starting
their first year at Missouri Valley
College.

Two alums, Rachel Mayfield
(Psychology), who also will help
with counseling services, and
Waylon Hiler (Biology), have
returned to the college for teaching
duties.

Other new faculty arrivals include
Jennifer Eimers (English), Wade
Hughes (Theatre), Harold Hynick,
(Theatre); Sarah MacDonald,
(Biology); Jennifer McConnell
(Athletic Training); Janie Ross,
(Dance), and Charity Woodard (Art).
Eimers also serves as coordinator of
the Study Aboard program.

Ken Kujawa, the “Voice of the
Vikings” for the new Valley Sports
Network, brings more than 30 years
of radio experience to Missouri
Valley. He also instructs Mass
Communication courses.

Numerous Missouri Valley coach-
ing staff members are either new or
have newly combined coaching and
instruction duties. 

Some of them include Sierra
Fultz, Drew Hawkins, Stephanie
Hey, Dennis Honnold, Josh Miller,
Barry Rave, and Chris Shotwell.

Adjunct faculty, athletic staff, and
regular MVC staff have also added
new faces and a variety of talents to
the MVC environment for the 2008-
2009 school year. 

Throughout the semester, the Delta
will profile new members of the MVC
faculty. The first profile article in this
edition features Waylon Hiler, former
Viking rodeo bull-rider and current
assistant professor of Biology. 

Quick questions for Hiler:
1). Favorite sport to watch – NFL

Football.
2). Favorite TV show – “Seinfeld.”
3). Best book assigned to read in col-

lege – “The Jungle” by Upton Sinclair.
4). Favorite actor – John Wayne.

Rodeo alum returns to teach biology

Ralitsa Gospodinova/The Delta

Hiler instructs biology courses.

good job.”
Fisher also said that she likes the

college.“I feel at home here,” Fisher

said. “I like all my teachers a lot.”
Fisher added that she is looking

forward to basketball season and
going home for Christmas.

Kayla Varvel from Hermitage, Mo.,
also enjoyed the event. 

“It was good for freshmen to
attend so that they can get the teach-

ers’advice,” Varvel said. 
Varvel added that she liked it when

speakers told some of their experi-
ences about the college and what the
college has to offer.

“They were reassuring us that com-
ing here will benefit us,” Varvel said.

Other speakers at the event includ-
ed Earl Wellborn, chief academic offi -

cer; Pam Sebastian, college chaplain;
Connie Latimer, the mayor of
Marshall; Spencer Fricke, alumni
association president; Dessie Stafford,
faculty senate president; and Diane
Weinreich, campus nurse and the
recipient of 2007-08 President’s Staff
Excellence Award. 

Freshmen urged to
make connections

(Continued from page 1)
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April Stottlem yr e
DELTA STAFF WRITER

If the saying “good things come in
small packages” is accurate, former
Valley Viking Clarissa Chun must be
magnificent. Standing at a just 4’11’’,
MSNBC named Chun the second
shortest U.S. Olympic athlete, coming
in behind gymnast Shawn Johnson at
4’8’’.

After eight years of judo success, a
sport she started when she was 7,
Chun traded her “gi” for a singlet and
won two state wrestling titles at
Roosevelt High in her hometown of
Honolulu, Hawaii. 

After winning state titles in her jun-
ior and senior seasons, Chun took a
leap of faith that led her to Marshall,
nearly 4,000 miles from home.

In 2001, while only six American
universities and colleges had varsity

teams, women’s wrestling was one of
the fastest growing sports for women.
The Missouri Valley program, which
was the first scholarship program in
the nation, grew out of the success of
the men’s program and out of an effort
to advance the sport of wrestling.

Chun was one of the first women to
wrestle for the Lady Vikings and a
standout for the in 2001, the year the
women won the U.S. National
Championship.

“It was a great program and it’s
funny because it was a new program
and there were a bunch of us girls,
most of whom were on boys’teams
and never had been on an all-girls
team before,” Chun recently said in a
interview for Missouri Valley’s alum-
ni magazine, Viking Views. “We felt
like we had to prove a lot to each other
and ourselves. It was fun, it was new,
and there were obstacles to overcome.

I met a lot of great people and made
some great friendships on our team.” 

After her junior year at Valley in
2002, Chun made the decision to
leave when the International Olympic
Committee decided to include
women’s wrestling in the 2004
Olympics and opened a women’s
wrestling program at the Olympic
Training Center in Colorado Springs. 

“I believed it was the decision I had
to make to further my wrestling
career—to totally focus and train for
the Olympics,” Chun said. “It is a
great environment to be surrounded
by athletes who have the same
goals—to be an Olympian and an
Olympic gold medalist.” 

Chun didn’t make the U.S. team for
the 2004 Athens games, but she didn’t
give up then. In the 2008 trials, Chun
knocked off long-time rival Patricia
Miranda to earn a trip to Beijing.

On her official website,
www.clarissachun.com, Chun talked
about how prestigious this opportuni-
ty was. Chun is of half-Chinese, half-
Japanese descent and said the
Olympic season in Beijing was very
special to her family and herself.
Chun was the first wrestler from
Hawaii, male or female, to make an
U.S. Olympic Team. Chun took the
mats on August 16 and walked away
with a fifth-place standing. 

From an island, to Missouri and
from Judo to wrestling, Chun has
experienced several forms of success.
Clarissa was a Mass Communication
major a Valley and a writer for the
Delta.

“She was a very good student, very
sweet,” said David Roberts, assistant
professor of Mass Communication.
“She was petite, and it always sur-
prised me that she was a wrestler.” 

Former Viking competes in 2008 Olympics

Missouri Valley alumnus campaigns forgovernor position
Sam uel Njuguna

DELTA STAFF CONTRIBUTOR

A 1972 graduate of Missouri Valley
College is one of the candidates run-
ning for governor of Missouri.

Gregory Thompson, from
Humansville, decided to run for pub-
lic office in 2003 for the state legisla-
ture then stepped away from the idea
to continue with church ministry,
something he has been involved with
for most of his life.

Later in 2006, Thompson wanted
to run for U.S.  Congress but he said
that, “God put a road-block to concen-
trate in ministry.”In January 2008,
Thompson had the thoughts again of
running and the opportunity was
given in March when the “Lord put
the thoughts in my path.”

Thompson ran because he believes
there is rampant corruption and
immorality in government and socie-
ty. He also believed there were traitors
against “God and country” and he
knew somebody had to stand and raise
the awareness.

“God has been taken out of the
society,” Thompson said. “Children

have been put in risk in spirit, mind,
and body, and it is my desire to stand
in harm’s way for their souls for eter-
nity.”

Thompson’s family and friends had
positive reactions about his candida-
ture but they knew he was up against
“giants,” referring to the two major
parties. Both family and friends,
wanting to help the best they could,
have helped him in raising funds for
the campaign.

To those acquaintances who
thought it would be a waste to vote for
him because of people’s familiarity
with the two main parties, Thompson
reminded them of something John
Adams, second president of the
United States, had said, “It is your
duty to be faithful, God will take care
of the results.”

Thompson  is running on the
Constitution Party ticket and believes
that his party has the most Christian
preamble and platform predicated on
the principles of the Constitution of
the United States, the Declaration of
Independence and Bill of Rights.

Thompson said that Democrats and
Republicans have shown greed during

their stay in power and have continu-
ously lied to the people.

“They are controlled by lobbyists
and special interest groups,”
Thompson said. “No matter how well
intended, they are a stranglehold.”

Thompson said that with a third
party, citizens can hope to have men
that have gone past the rhetoric and
are ready to take action on their
behalf.Among the issues Thompson
plans to implement if elected, educa-
tion is his first priority. 

“A child will get the strongest edu-
cation in Christian homeschooling
which outshine public schools,”
Thompson said. “The second best are
Christian schools and the worst form
of education is the government educa-
tion system which we should abolish
and restart on the foundation our
country started on.”

Other issues that are a foundation
of his campaign platform includes
protecting life from conception, pro-
tecting marriage between a man and a
woman only, stopping illegal immi-
gration and amnesty, and stopping
unconstitutional spending.

For those who have called him a

“Bible thumper” or “radical,”
Thompson said, “I do not mind stand-
ing with Jesus and what he went
through.”

Thompson said religion and moral-
ity are indispensable, quoting George
Washington, the first president of the
United States.

For more in-depth information on
Thompson, his website is
www.gregorythompsonforgovernor.org. 

Samuel Njuguna/The Delta

Thompson is running on the
Constitution Party ticket.
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Homemaker Health Care, Inc.
CNAs and Care Givers in Saline County

Full Time, Part Time, Shift Hours Needed
•Competitive Wages
•Paid mileage and drive time
•Health Insurance Benefits
•Paid holidays and vacation
•Flexible days and hours
•Must be 18 years or older
•Have a car and auto insurance
•Experience caring for elderly/disabled

Call for information and appointment
(660) 827-6667

Sar ah R odg er s
DELTA STAFF WRITER

With the 2008 presidential election
approaching, the Missouri Valley
Student Government Association is
doing its best to show students the
importance of voting.

“Voting is crucial for our genera-
tion’s future,” said SGAPresident
Colby Hazouri. “After college, our
generation is going into the work
force and starting families. The way
we vote this election will affect our
lives immensely.”

SGAis working to promote democ-
racy by registering people to vote
before the deadline of October 8. The
organization is also planning a mock
election which is tentatively sched-
uled for some time in October. Staff
members from each campaign are
going to coordinated to discuss each
party’s issues on campus. They are

supplying transportation to the polls
on Election Day, as well.

SGA also has the support of their
International members during this
election. Glenda Gallardo, a senior
from Ecuador, has taken the responsi-
bility to be actively involved in this
election, even though she is not eligi-
ble to vote.  

“I feel very excited to be involved
in this election. I like the fact that I am
giving an incentive to the people to
vote in this very crucial election,”
Gallardo said. “My advice to anyone
who doesn’t know if they want to vote
is that it is their future and if they want
a different America, they should vote
for whom they consider to be the best
candidate.”

Hazouri said that he believes that
everyone should gain their own
beliefs, not just be influenced by what
their parents believe, and that individ-
uality is the key.

If you are unable to vote in person
where you are registered, you can
request an absentee ballot. In general,
this should be done two months to six
weeks before the election date. 

You are eligible if:
-Will be absent from city or town
-Have a physical disability and

unable to go to election office
How to apply:
-Applications can be obtained at

local election offices, online, or
through the mail.

-Contact or write to your town
clerk or election commission and
include your: 

1). Name; 2). Address as registered;
3). Ward or precinct (if known); 4).
Address of where ballots should be
sent; 5). Signature.

-Family members may also apply
for absentee voter

-Deadlines vary for each state but
websites such as www.longdis-
tancevoter.com and www.rock-
thevote.com have more information.

SGA helps with ‘crucial’ election

How to obtain an absentee ballot

Samuel Njuguna/Contributor

SGAmember Glenda Gallardo, President Colby Hazouri, and MVC
student Katherine Navia.

College community remembers victims of 9-11
This year marked the seventh anniversary of the terrorist attacks on Sept.

11. Students, faculty and staff gathered at the flagpole near Baity Hall to
remember those who lost their lives.The memorial was organized by the
Student Government Association and the Rev. Pam Sebastian, chaplain. 

Join Murrell Library for...

Poets Coffeehouse

Sept. 24

@ 7 p.m.

in the ‘Coffee by the Book’ room

Read, listen, or just hang out and eat brownies!


