
Sam uel Njuguna
DELTA STAFF CONTRIBUTOR

Leadership, vision and coffee were
some of the issues of discussion dur-
ing this year’s third annual Maastricht
Institute of Entrepreneurship confer-
ence held from Sept. 16-18 at the R.
Wilson Brown Room. 

The conference featured speakers
and entrepreneurs from the United
States and Europe.  Each day provid-
ed time for speakers to talk about a
variety of issues on their areas of
knowledge, leadership or expertise. 

The Maastricht Institute confer-
ence is named after the city of
Maastricht, located in the
Netherlands. The focus of the confer-
ence is to educate students on entre-
preneurial initiatives, business man-
agement, and financial strategies
while managing a business venture. 

There were break out sessions on
the first two days of the conference
where guest speakers had “Question
and Answer” sessions with those in

attendance.
On the first day, Missouri Valley

College President Bonnie Humphrey
asked students and other participants
to make the best out of the event.

“Ask a lot of questions and utilize
the opportunity,” Humphrey said.

On the last day, Humphrey said it
was a significant event and the col-
lege is proud to work with Maastricht.
“Yesterday we started planning ahead
for next year’s event,” she said.

Benoit Wesly, chairman, president
and CEO of the Xelat Group in the
Netherlands, was the keynote speaker. 

Wesly reserved some time for a
book signing of his newest book,
“Nothing New,” written in English.
Wesley has another book written in
Dutch. 

Danny O’Neill, owner of the
Roasterie, a specialty coffee roasting
company in Kansas City, was one of
the guest speakers. 

O’Neill described his life experi-
ences, including his short stint in
Costa Rica as an exchange student

where he liked seeing coffee beans
being picked. From that point on,
O’Neill fell for coffee and started
drinking the beverage in his final year
of college at Iowa State.

“There are always turning points in
life,” O’Neill said.

O’Neill also talked about the
growth of his company which gets
coffee beans from 24 different coun-
tries. He said he has achieved growth
by “having the best coffee in the
world, roasting the best way and
maintaining freshness.”

O’Neill encouraged students to
“have a passion in doing what you
want to do.”

Marielle G. Heijltjes, professor of
Managerial Behavior at the
Maastricht University in the
Netherlands, spoke about leadership
and courage.

“The leader should be decisive,
knowledgeable, and less intimidat-
ing,” Heijltjes said. 

Heijltjes talked about how a
leader’s individual perception of their

own role is determined by “values,
expectations, assumptions and com-
petencies.”

Heijltjes closed her lecture with a
video, “The Essence of Beauty is
Variety” and a quote from Maya
Angelou. “People will forget what
you said. People will forget what you
did. But people will never forget how
you made them feel.”

Richard Dohmen, managing direc-
tor of PricewaterhouseCoopers
(PwC) Accountants N.V., Maastricht,
talked about the key characteristics of
the true entrepreneur which included
“pursuing opportunities beyond the
resources currently controlled” and
“thinking outside the box.”

Jon Morris, CEO of Jett Medical
in Blue Springs, Mo., talked about
“Risk, Effort, and Opportunity
(REO).” 

Morris graduated from Missouri
Valley in 1987 with a double bache-
lor’s of arts in mass communication
and broadcast management.
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Keynote speaker Benoit Wesly returns for the third annual Maastricht Institute of Entrepreneurship at Missouri Valley College.

Students learn from entrepreneurs
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DELTA CONTRIBUTOR

With the November election draw-
ing closer, the country is witnessing a
slate of candidates from different polit-
ical parties transverse both state and
national arenas looking for votes.

This year’s presidential election is
historic like no other. Barack Obama,
an African-American, is at the top of
the Democratic ticket, while Sarah
Palin is the first woman vice-presiden-
tial candidate on the Republican ticket.
With these kind of firsts in both parties,
it is interesting to note the increased
enthusiasm for the election on both
sides of the political divide.

Like all election years, candidates
sell their ideas and policy positions
through stump speeches, town
hall meetings and through the
media. Of these, the media is
the most vital because it
reaches millions of peo-
ple. Voters are usually
bombarded with political
ads trying to get their
attention from candidates
articulating their ideo-
logical and philosophical
beliefs.

Sometimes the ads
can be negative and this
year is no exception.
With polls showing the election as too
close to call, both presidential cam-
paigns have lately engaged in negative
ads. While political ads are a necessity
for candidates to reach voters with their
messages, they should be used to
define a candidate’s stance on impor-
tant issue, not to smear the opponent. 

Outside of both the presidential
campaigns, some people are using the
Internet to lie and besmirch the candi-
dates. From websites, to blogs, and to
false e-mails, it is unfortunate that peo-
ple are desperately going to the length
of demonizing candidates for the sake
of winning an election.

Some voters have already believed
some of the smears and have made up
their minds to vote against a candidate
based on them. The Internet rumors
about the candidates are also being
used to distort candidates’political
records without any credibility to back
them up.

Voters need to be careful with the

sources of information they are getting
about the candidates. They should fact
check the veracity of information and
news presented to them about the can-
didates, especially by having multiple
sources to rely upon.  

Barrack Obama has monumentally
been a victim of false Internet smears
and rumors which are bent on mislead-
ing voters about his identity and per-
sonal life. Those who do not like
Obama have found a “niche” in
gullible voters who are too willing to
buy into the unfounded allegations.

Sarah Palin was the recent casualty
of smears and falsehoods by those who
do not share her values and those deri-
sive of her meteoric rise to political
stardom. 

Voters need to be informed regularly
by watching the news, reading newspa-
pers and even attending political meet-
ings if possible. This is a better way of
learning about the candidates and hav-
ing a first-hand understanding of who
they are and what they represent.
People have the freedom to do what
they want with their votes but it is wise
to know what they are voting for.

There are those who are not smear-
ing the candidates but are using hateful
and disparaging comments when talk-
ing about them. For example, those
who watch YouTube videos know of
the vitriolic and demeaning language
used in a significant number of com-
ments made on presidential candidates’
videos. It is unfortunate because those
who post such comments “hide” under
anonymous user ID’s oblivious of the
fact that what they do is a clear indica-
tion of the negativity that they harbor
in their hearts.

There are many ideological, philo-

sophical and policy positions to con-
trast between the two-party tickets.
There needs to be civility while engag-
ing in political discourse. Unnecessary
bickering and dwelling on trivialities
while ignoring the major issues of pri-
ority is a setback for any meaningful
political progress. Regardless of parti-
san opinions, voters should objectively
agree to disagree while respecting each
other’s opinions. 

As a conservative, I put a higher pre-
mium on social issues without over-
looking other issues. I know who to
vote for depending on whether they
espouse similar ideals to mine. If a can-
didate does not fit into this framework,
they would not get my vote. Despite
this partisan approach to some of these
issues, I believe those who disagree
with me have the right to voice their
opinions without being shouted down
or being demonized. 

Citizens have a civic responsibility
to vote. Young people especial-

ly have historically shown
voter apathy despite regis-
tering to vote. It is very
important for them to
know that voting is a mat-

ter of national importance
and a show of patriotism.

The leaders we choose
influence our lives in
more than one way. With

the current economic crisis, terrorist
threats and wars abroad, voters would
be doing themselves a disservice if
they do not participate in voting and
electing the next leader who will be
responsible in tackling these issues of
concern to every American.

It is about time for young people
and older ones alike to come out in
large numbers and make history in
November. The Student Government
Association on campus is spearheading
the drive to register student voters and
encouraging them to vote. With the
coordination of the college, the student
body will be facilitating the movement
of students from campus to voting
booths on Election Day. It would be
meaningful for students to heed the call
to go and vote. 

On Tuesday, November 4, you have
a date with political destiny. Let your
voice be heard. Go and “rock your
vote” and make history regardless of
who wins the election. 

Alum urges students to vote 

Njuguna urges students to vote, whether Republican or
Democratic, based on the truth, not negative campaign ads.
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Yalimar V idal
DELTA STAFF WRITER

The new novel of Missouri Valley
College’s English Professor Mark
Adderley becomes available in book-
stores and online this month. It starts
a book series that builds on the
Arthurian legends. 

Adderley will sign copies of his
new book, “The Hawk and the Wolf,”
at the Missouri Valley Barnes and
Noble bookstore at 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, October 15.  

“I have been wanting to write a
King Arthur novel for years,” said
Adderley. 

The Arthurian legend is based on
King Arthur, a young man and hero
who fights in epic battles and plays
the lead in tales of chivalry, morality,
and acts of bravery.

“As I read all these other Arthurian
stories, I found they had gaps,” said
Adderley. He took this opportunity to
fill in the missing pieces.

Adderley said he researched infor-
mation for his book by finding other
literature that was exciting to him,
like the “Mabinogion,” a collection

of 11 short stories about King Arthur
and other characters. Mabinogion
loosely translates to “stories of the
youths,” and, in these stories, King
Arthur is not a king.

To start a story this big, Adderley
said he had to “start at the beginning,
go on until you reach the end and
stop,” which is also a recommenda-
tion from the book “Alice in
Wonderland.” 

“I wanted to tell the whole story. I
wanted it all in my book,” Adderley
said. “At that point I didn’t realize
that authors are very selective.”

Scott McKay, who read a proof
copy of “The Hawk and the Wolf,”
said, “I thought Mark wrote a very
passionate and detailed novel.”
McKay said, “Admittedly, he has
taken some liberties with some of the
history, but everything has an educat-
ed and authoritative feel to it.”

In the beginning, Adderley said he
“kept getting bogged down.” After
splitting his work into novels, he
found he had about 15 books. 

“Right off, I eliminated three
books,” Adderley said. 

After this book, there will be about

11 more to come in the series.
McKay said he would recommend

the book to readers age 16 and up. 
“My desire is to see the book sell

out,” McKay said. “I really hope this
is the case because the book really is
excellent.”

English professorto sign copies of new fiction book

Alfr ed Le wis
DELTA STAFF WRITER

Based on Studs Terkel’s bestselling
book of interviews with American
workers, “Working” is a musical that
paints a vivid portrait of working men
and women in the world who are often
take for granted, like the teacher, the
parking lot attendant, the waitress, the
mill worker, and the mason.

According to theatre critiques, it’s a
highly original look at the American
landscape that’s impossible to forget.

Missouri Valley College students
and the Departments of Theatre,
Music, and Dance will bring the
Broadway musical to life on the
evenings of Oct. 8-11 in the Eckilson-
Mabee Theatre. The performances
begin at 7:30 p.m.

Cast member Charlique Rolle said
students can expect to be blown away. 

“You’ll feel like you’re a part of the
cast,” Rolle said. “Countless hours of
rehearsal have been put into the show
and you’ll leave with a greater appreci-
ation for the men and women who
make our lives better.”

“Working” is directed by Wade
Hughes, associate professor of theater.
It will be the first play he has directed
for the school year.  He also will direct
“A Year in the Life of Frog and Toad,”
later in the semester. 

Hughes said that “Working” will be
very interesting, because it is a musical
and requires tough acting.

Admission is free to students with a
valid student I.D.

‘Working’ musical
to debut Wednesday

Alfred Lewis/The Delta

The cast of “Working” prac -
tices for their upcoming debut. 

April Stottlem yr e
DELTA STAFF WRITER

Each year, hundreds of Missouri
Valley Students load into buses and
head to Kansas City to work the
NASCAR fundraiser.  This year,
Missouri Valley students had a different
reason to attend the event. There was
more to it this time than standing all day
and sleeping in gyms. This year,
Missouri Valley College had its logo on
one of the cars.

ML Motorsports teamed up with
Missouri Valley College last weekend
at The Kansas Lottery 300. According
to mlracing.com, Mark Green, driver of
car number 70, Biomet/Foretravel
Motorcoach Chevy, carried the school’s
logo on the deck lid and TV panel.  In
addition, some Missouri Valley College
students got the opportunity to meet the
team and take pictures with the car. 

ML Motorsports co-owner, Stephany
Mullen, as well as her husband, Team
President Ed Mullen, graduated from
Missouri Valley College.  

Men’s wrestling coach Mike

Machholz is the coordinator for the
MVC fundraising event. The fundraiser
usually raises about $50,000 for
Missouri Valley athletic programs. 

“Each program uses the money to
supplement their travel budget as well
as help with buying equipment,” said
Machholz. “We fund our JVprogram

with money from the NASCAR
fundraiser.” 

The first year Missouri Valley partic-
ipated in the NASCAR fundraising
event, about 100 student athletes
attended. 

Numbers were up this year, with 195
students working at the event.

Photo courtesy of Chad Jacques

Driver Mark Green by the #70 Biomet/Foretravel Nationwide car
which features the Missouri Valley logo and web address

MVC car races at Kansas City NASCAR event



Sports October 3, 2008The Delta, Page 4

Rodeo cowboy
fits right in after

making a big
move

By K atie Kimb le
DELTA SPORTS REPORTER

Chase Waters, resident of Cupar,
Saskatchewan, Canada, found himself
Missouri-bound after a week-long trip
to Illinois for the National High
School Finals Rodeo (NHSFR).

Twenty-year-old Waters grew up
on a ranch in western Alberta,
Canada, near Stavely.  He described
the landscape as being where the
range land meets the prairie.

At 15, Chase moved to a ranch in
Saskatchewan near Cupar. 

He continued to ranch with his
mother, father and older sister,
DeCoda. It was there he became inter-
ested in rodeo.

“It’ s something I have always
done,” Chase said about competing in
rodeos. “It’s just a part of my every-
day life.”

Growing up on a ranch and having
the background in rodeo gave Waters
the experience he needed, as he start-
ed going to the practice arena to rope
with his father.

However,
roping was
just part of the
job to Chase.  

He said he
needed more
excitement in
his life. 

He  wanted
to start riding
b a r e b a c k
bucking hors-
es, and turned to his father for sup-
port.

His father, a former bareback rider,
was more than happy to assist Chase
in following his new found dream.

Chase said he always knew rodeo
would take him far, but when he went
from his ranch in rural Canada to a
dorm room in Marshall, Missouri, in

two weeks, he was a little taken
back.

He was plagued with the
thought of why he was leaving
the security of his home, and
wondering if he would gain
anything from this experience. 

Still he was excited for what
was yet to come.

Waters was brought into this
situation by a girl he met at the
National High School Finals
Rodeo, who was planning to
attend Missouri Valley for
rodeo. 

They had met at the begin-
ning of the week and, by the
end of it, they had become real-
ly good friends.  

On his long drive home, he
found himself talking to the
rodeo coach from Missouri
Valley, Ken Mason, and look-
ing at a scholarship opportunity.

Chase said it was a dramatic
change to make in just two
short weeks, but he feels that
everyone should “take advan-
tage of opportunities when you
get them.”

Ranching gave Chase the
ultimate responsibility. 

Many of the moments that
helped shaped Chase into the
man he is today came when he was
calving cows with his father. 

Waters described it as being able to
give or take life in a matter of sec-
onds, when helping a cow have a calf.

One of the
most signifi-
c a n t
moments in
his life was
when his
father trusted
him to take
care of their
3,000 acre
r a n c h ,
including the

1,200 cattle that roam the ranch at any
given time during the summer.

Chase’s family and friends have
always had a very positive impact on
him, but his father has always been
the most influential person in his life. 

Waters admires his father the most
because he has given so much of him-
self to his family and ranch, and

worked very hard in his life.
Bunky Waters, Chase’s grandmoth-

er, is someone he also has always
looked to for guidance.  

Water’s grandmother lives in rural
Canada and Chase said he would give
anything for her to be able to watch
him rodeo.

Chase said “faith” is what keeps
him going from day to day on the
back of bucking horses every week-
end.

His most memorable moment in
competition was during the 2006
Provincial finals in Wood Mountain,
Saskatchewan.  

“It came down to the last horse,” he
said.  

He was nervous, but said he had to
think of it as a competition between
the horse and him, and not between
the other cowboys.

Chase has played hockey since he
was 4 years-old. When he was 16, his
Bantam hockey team became the
league champions. 

Chase also enjoys the outdoors
and hunting, as well as listening to
music. 

His friends say he has an uncan-
ny ability to remember song titles
and artists from many different
genres. 

“Chase is a very unique individ-
ual and he treats people really
well,” said Jessica Brown, fresh-
man and member of the Missouri
Valley Viking Rodeo Team.

Chase said that knowing he has
succeeded and done the best he
could do is what makes it all worth
while.

For Waters the greatest reward
is knowing that he can do it and
seeing his hard work pay off in the
end.

One of Chase’s many entertain-
ing stories pertaining to rodeo is
when his friend from
Saskatchewan lost his pants during
a bareback ride when he got hung
up around the arena.

Chase said his biggest struggle
in rodeo is to stay confident, but
when he loses focus, he has many
strategies to gain it back.

He visualizes his ride in his
head, “perfect, no hiccups.” 

He said it helps to be so focused
that he almost loses feeling in his

hands and feet.
Fellow teammate, junior David

Clapp, is also someone Chase looks to
for motivation.

The team feeds off of each other’s
strength and it pumps them up.
Praying is also a big part of rodeo,
Chase said.

“I can’t describe the feeling it
gives you, I don’t think anyone can, it
just gives you that extra push like you
have something behind you, an extra
hand,” Waters said.

Waters has a lot to say when it
comes to giving out advice to every-
one.

“Try to be respectable and don’t do
anything you might regret,” said
Waters. “And always tell your mom
you love her.”

Chase’s future plans involve work-
ing in the environment.  

Such things as environmental con-
sulting really interest him, but his
biggest goal in life is to just be suc-
cessful and support his family.

Canada native heads south finding new home at Valley

Sasha Sankey/The Delta 

Chase Waters talks with teammates at
rodeo practice. Waters came to MVC from
Canada and participates in bareback rid -
ing.

“ Try to be respectable and don’t do

anything you might regret, and

always tell your mom you love her .”
-Chase Waters
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Valley continues to roll
with two big wins

By Austin Za vala
DELTA SPORTS EDITOR

There has many big upsets in the world of col-
lege football over the last couple weeks, with top-
ranked teams falling to lower or even unranked
teams. 

However, this is not the story for the men in pur-
ple and orange. There may have not been a more
dominant performance by the Missouri Valley foot-
ball team in these past two weeks as they move to
4-0 and look to take on Central Methodist
University tomorrow night. 

The number-three NAIA-ranked Vikings looked

unstoppable these past two weeks as they rolled
past William Jewell College, 44-17, and recently
Evangel University, 47-10, to stay undefeated. 

On the road this past weekend, the Vikings
exploded with huge defense forcing and recovering
a fumble for a touchdown within the first minutes of
the first quarter. 

With the defense only allowing 10 points in the
first half, the offense took care of the ball scoring 34
points including a touchdown with less than a
minute left in the first half, as sophomore receiver
Darrell Madry brought in a 25-yard pass from quar-
terback Christ White. 

White would finish with big numbers throwing
for 290 yards and three touchdowns. 

The defense would put on a dominant perform-
ance as well, even though senior linebacker and
captain Soane Sevelo would be sidelined because of
an ankle injury from the week before. 

Valley held the Crusaders’running game to a
negative seven yards and a mere 54 total yards of
offense. 

Freshmen linebacker Adam Maher, led the team
with three tackles with Jacory Lindsey, Jonathan
Durham, and Richard Wick adding two tackles each
as the Vikings moved past the Crusaders. 

Big defensive plays and strong offense would be
the same story a week before that as they beat con-
ference rival, William Jewell. With almost 400 total
yards of offense, the Vikings scored in every quar-
ter and went on a 17-0 run in the third to put Valley
up big against the Cardinals. 

The Eagles of Central Methodist University are
looking to get out of a three-game losing streak, as
they come to Valley to take on the Vikings, on
Saturday. 

CMU, now 1-3 after a big loss, 47-19, to
Tennessee Tech University, know all too well what
the Vikings can do, as they lost last season at home
56-7. 

Valley will try and improve to 5-0, before the
team’s bye next weekend. The Vikings kick off at
1:30 pm. 

Tom Sandwith/Valley Athletics

Junior defensive-back Moa Palepale takes
down William Jewell runningback. Palepale
led the team with four tackles. 

Tom Sandwith/Valley Athletics

Sophomore quaterback Chris White looks downfield, as he finished 15 for 26 for 290 yards
and three touchdowns over the big win against William Jewell.

Women’s Volleyball
The Missouri Valley College

women’s volleyball team will go on
the road on October 7, to St. Charles,
Missouri, as the team takes on
Lindenwood University in a HAAC
conference match. 

With an overall record of 1-16,
the Lady Vikings will look for their
first conference win against the
Lions. 

Men’s Soccer
The Vikings have posted a 5-4

record mid-season, winning three of
the teams last five games. Valley’s
most recent win came on September
30 against Culver-Stockton College
in a HAAC match-up. 

The team will face Baker
University in another conference
game on October  4 in Baldwin City,
Kansas at 8 p.m.

Women’s Soccer 
Under the direction of a new

coaching staff, the lady Vikings are
now 3-5 on the season. 

This past week, the team beat
Culver-Stockton College in a
blowout, 7-1. 

The team will travel to Baldwin
City, this Saturday, with the men’s
soccer team to take on Baker
Univeristy. 

Rodeo
The Missouri Valley College

rodeo team traveled to Magnolia,
Arkansas to compete in the Southern
Arkansas University rodeo on
September 25-27. 

Taking top honors was the men’s
team in overall competition, with the
women’s team finishing fourth. The
team will travel to Alabama for their
next rodeo event. 

Evangel, Jewell both fall as Valley remains undefeated 
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April Stottlem yr e
DELTA STAFF WRITER

When Rachel Mayfield arrived at
Missouri Valley College as an incom-
ing freshman, her experience was not
unique. She parked in the then gravel
lot behind Baity Hall and waited in
line at the business office for four
hours. Little did she know her time
here would be so influential that she
would return to a teaching career
years later. 

Mayfield is the new assistant pro-
fessor of psychology and a new coun-
selor in the campus-counseling center.
She is teaching psychology courses
and alcohol and drug studies courses
this semester.

Originally from Effingham, Ill.,
Mayfield double majored in
Psychology and Alcohol and Drug
Studies at Missouri Valley in 2004.
She continued her education at
Lindenwood University, earning a
master’s in Professional Counseling. 

Mayfield came to Missouri Valley
on a volleyball scholarship. She said
she worked hard in high school to be
good at volleyball. When she was 16,
her parents told her she could either

have a car or play in a club volleyball
league. Mayfield chose volleyball,
knowing that if she stuck with it, it
could take her to college. 

Mayfield said that the college has
undergone several improvements
since she attended. Mayfield arrived
at Valley in 2000 to gravel parking
lots and a much less active Campus
Life office. 

“The school offers so many neat
activities now, like the YMCA Valley
Night and the movies on the quad, that
never happened when I went here.”
Mayfield said. 

As far as the make up of the student
body, Mayfield said it’s pretty much
the same type of students, just more of
them.

“Marshall is so small,” Mayfield
said. “The people who come to Valley
and stay are the ones that really con-
nect with something, whether that is a
professor or organization or an athlet-
ic team.”

Not only did she devote time to ath-
letics, Mayfield was a member of Pi
Gamma Mu, Alpha Sigma Alpha,
Student Government Association, and
Psychology Club. 

“I joined a sorority to meet people

who had similar likes and dislikes that
I had, people who were looking for
the same experience I was,” Mayfield
said.

Mayfield made connections with
women in her sorority that last to this
day. Every year since graduation, she
joins seven of her sorority sisters
white water rafting in Georgia. 

“We get together every year to
catch up and remember our Missouri
Valley days,” Mayfield said. 

Rachel is married to Buddy
Mayfield, the director of the Financial

Aid Office at Missouri Valley. The
two met their first year at Valley and
have been together for eight years. 

Mayfield said she was excited for
an opportunity to teach at Missouri
Valley. 

“I enjoyed my experience here and
I want students to enjoy theirs,” she
said. “The camaraderie with teachers
is very good at Valley and I want to
give back as much as I received. I
know what it’s like to take that exam
so I try to prepare my students for
that.”

Alum r eturns to counsel, teach psychology

Ralitsa Gospodinova/The Delta

Professor Mayfield observes a human brain.

J ohnn y Henr y
DELTA STAFF WRITER

Listeners will hear a new voice
when tuning into the Missouri Valley
Sports Network. Ken Kujawa, direc-

tor of the Missouri Sports Network, is
the new “Voice of the Vikings.” 

The sports network provides cover-
age of football, volleyball, soccer,
basketball, wrestling, baseball and
softball, broadcasted over the Internet

through the Missouri Valley website.   
It was created to promote student-

athletes and give parents, who can not
attend the games of their sons or
daughters, a chance to hear the game
coverage. 

A South Dakota native, Kujawa
received his bachelor’s degree from
the University of South Dakota in
1977, majoring in broadcast journal-
ism and minoring in American
History and English.

Kujawa has more than 30 years of
radio experience. He was the program
director at KRES radio in Moberly
before coming to Missouri Valley
College. He was the voice of Truman
University football broadcasts for 14
years, broadcasted Moberly Area
Community College basketball games
for 30 years, and announced play-by-
play for area high school sports.

At Missouri Valley, Kujawa is
teaching the radio production classes

and the mass communication intro-
ductory course.

He said he likes to stay busy and
learn from the people around him.

“I’m excited about this opportuni-
ty to work at Valley and I think the
creation of the sports network will put
us ahead of the other schools in the
conference as far as promoting our
student-athletes and other activities on
campus,” Kujawa said.

Sports Network starts with new ‘Viking voice’

Johnny Henry/The Delta

Network Director Kujawa broadcasts sports by way of webcast.

Quick Questions forKujawa
1). Best book assigned to read in col-

lege – “The Grapes of Wrath” by
John Steinbeck.

2). Someone famous he would like to
invite to his classes – Tom Brokaw,

former NBC anchor.
3). Favorite TV shows – “Law and

Order,” “CSI,” “Seinfeld,”
“Ever ybody Loves Raymond.”
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Missouri Valley College students
represent many features of diversity,
including religion. While the college
mission statement includes the word
“Christian,” students who believe in
other world religions also are part of
the Missouri Valley community.

Shruti Bedi came to Missouri
Valley College in the summer of 2007
all the way from India and brought
with her a more recently established
religion in the world, known as Sikh,
which came to existence in the late
15th century in India.

Similar to Hinduism, which is the
main religion in India, Sikh is prac-
ticed by Indians all over the world. 

Shruti said that Sikh is a monothe-
istic religion. 

“There is one God who takes dif-
ferent forms,” she said. They refer to
their God with different names, like
Rama, Guru, Nanak Dev, Prophet
Mohammed, and Jesus. 

“My ancestor is the one that started
the religion,” Shruti said. “He was our
first Guru.” They believe that he was
“God in a human body.” His name
was Guru Nanak Dev. 

Before he died, he had given all his
powers to one of his disciples. That
ritual has taken place 10 times until
present times. “We have had 10 Gurus
so far. Now we have our Holy book,
which also serves as a Guru,” she said.
The name of the Holy book is “Guru
Granth Sahib.”

Their church is called
“Gurudwara,” literally translated as
“the place where God dwells.” Every
time they attend such a place, they
leave their shoes outside and cover
their heads with clothing as a sign of
respect. 

A person inside the church is read-
ing from the Holy book and an assis-
tant is fanning the book, because in
Sikh, “the book is a real person,”
Shruti said. The book and the person
reading from it are surrounded by four
pillars that have to be walked around
when entering and leaving the
“Gurudwara.” Their service is called
“Langar.” It doesn’t matter at what
time of the day they go, there is
always food served. 

Regardless of their social status,

everyone sits to eat on the ground,
because “in the house of God, every-
one is equal,” Shruti said.

Sikh religion teaches people to
believe in reincarnation, karma, in
heaven - “Swarg” and hell – “Narak.” 

The marriages are arranged
between the families. “We are not
allowed to marry out of our caste,”
Shruti said. The caste system in India
is considered important and deter-
mines one’s position in a society.
Shruti is in the top caste and she said
that her family won’t search for a guy
from a lower caste even if his family
is richer than hers. 

“The caste is more important than
the money,” she added. 

They are born in their caste and
even if they don’t have money, the
name reflecting the caste brings
respect.  

Now facing a whole new world in
America, she said she still believes in
the same things, but also respects
other views and understanding of the
world. 

Shruti said that she definitely does-
n’t like the arranged marriage practice
anymore and she wants to
marry for love.

Back in India she was
not supposed to cut her
hair, but she does it now.
Shruti misses dressing for
their big festivals. She also
misses Indian food.

Even here she cele-
brates her religion’s holi-
days and festivals and
does some of the rituals
she used to do back home.
One coming in November
is called “Karva-Chauth.”
On that day, married
women keep “fast” for
their husbands. It can also
be done by unmarried girls
for their future husbands. 

The ritual starts early in
the morning when they
wake up and eat as much
as they can. As soon as the
stars leave the sky they are
not allowed to eat or drink
anything until the moon
comes out the following
night. During that day,
they are also not allowed
to touch any object that

can cut. When the moon comes out
again, they all dress up in beautiful
new clothes, put on lots of jewelry,
and go to a temple to meet with other
families. 

The women look at their husband’s
face through a transparent dish and
the husband puts water and milk in
their mouth. That is how the “fast” is
broken. They consider doing this to
increase their husband’s life.

They also celebrate Christmas and
New Year. Later, in January, they get
together and celebrate winter with a
bonfire in an event called “Lodi.” 

Sikh is one of the seven official
religions in India, along with
Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Parse,
Christianity and Islam. 

Shruti said she feels proud in
knowing her ancestor was the first
Guru. 

Shruti said that although Sihk isn’t
a religion most people are familiar
with,  in Punjab, India, it’s the center
of people’s lives, she said. “It’s all
about the religion. That’s the place
where you go to learn more about the
religion and lifestyle,” she said. 

MVC diversity includes Sikh follower

Photo courtesy of Shruti Bedi

Shruti Bedi, in a “Sharara Suit,” and her
sisters at “Diwali, the ‘Festival of Lights.”

STUDENTS ATTEND
MURDER TRIAL

Some MVC students got a unique
experience to observe and learn out-
side the classroom when they attended
proceedings in the murder trial of
Lyndale Henderson at the Saline
County Courthouse. The trial began
Sept. 24. Several classes attended the
trial, including Criminal Justice class-
es and the Mass Communication
Media Law class. According to the
Marshall Democrat-News website, on
Tuesday afternoon the jury returned a
verdict of innocent on all six counts
against Henderson, including murder,
arson, and armed criminal action.

FIGHTING CANCER 
With October as Breast Cancer

Awareness Month, the MVC Barnes
and Noble bookstore is selling items
that show support for the cause.

OFF THE STREETS
“Getting Children Off the Streets,”

a film and discussion about Social
Entrepreneurship, will be held in the
R. Wilson Brown Room in Ferguson
Center on Tuesday, Oct. 7 at 7 p.m.. 

ALUMS IN ARSENIC DREAM
MVC alums Darren “Beazl”

Beasley and Shaun Armbruster are
members of the alternative rock group
“Arsenic Dream” that will perform
Wednesday, Oct. 8, at the Blue Note in
Columbia. Doors open at 7:30 p.m.
Arsenic Dream recently released its
first CD titled “That First Day.”

HOMECOMING PARADE
Campus organizations or groups

that would like to have an entry in the
2009 Homecoming parade should e-
mail Alli Lindemann of Campus
Activities by Oct. 10 for reservations. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
AWARENESS FORUM

“In Their Shoes” is the title of a
speakers forum organized by the
Lighthouse Shelter in Marshall as part
of the effort for National Domestic
Violence Awareness Month. The event
will be held Tuesday, Oct. 14, at 7
p.m. at Eckilson-Mabee Theater. This
month, students and some classes
have been decorating T-shirts to com-
memorate domestic violence victims.
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Morris explained how he came to
Missouri Valley, after being offered a
Board of Trustees Scholarship, and
how he got a job after college. While
at Missouri Valley, Morris worked for
the Marshall Democrat-News as a
sports and government reporter.

“Be cautious about failure but do
not fear failure,” Morris said. “Risk is
the price you pay for opportunity.”

Morris said good leaders should
have diplomacy and learn how to
negotiate. “They should also have
good character and be sympathetic to
others,” Morris said.

Morris spoke of the need to have
vision and strength and to seek oppor-
tunity when it arises.

“Create a vision and make it a real-
ity through your effort,” Morris said.

Morris added that the core of a
good leader is proactive rather than

reactive.
“Good leaders analyze and plan,”

Morris said. “Agreat leader will also
listen.”

Morris ended his lecture with a
quote by Walt Disney. “All our
dreams can come true if you have the
courage to pursue them.” 

Larry Stockman, associate profes-
sor of Business Management, was the
chief coordinator of the event.
Stockman said the event was an over-
whelming success.

“I was pleased with the speakers,”
Stockman said. 

Stockman is requesting help from
students or participants with sugges-
tions about what field they would like
guests to speak on for next year’s
conference. 

Senior Jelani Hicks, a Business
Management major, said the confer-
ence was academically rewarding.

“The speakers had a lot of good
information,” Hicks said. “I also liked
the break-out sessions which were
very useful and the variety of speak-
ers from different areas of business.”

Other speakers included Ruth
Koehn, alumni of Maastricht
University; Ryland Utlaut, president,

Mid-Missouri Energy of Alma, Mo;
Matt Ashby, senior community affairs
specialist, Federal Reserve Bank of
St. Louis; Cliff Callis, president,
Callis & Associates of Sedalia; and
Bruce Morgan, President /CEO,
Valley State Bank of Overland Park,
Kansas.
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Mickey Burns, founder and presi-
dent of Quest Media Entertainment,
Inc. of New York, will be honored as
one of the outstanding alumni for
Missouri Valley College at
Homecoming later this month.

Burns is a native of Staten Island,
New York, where he played three
sports in high school earning All-City
honors in football and baseball before
graduating. 

Burns attended Missouri Valley
College on a football scholarship. 

“At the time, I was interested in
playing college football and Valley
had one of the best programs in the
country,” Burns said. 

He followed by earning master’s
degrees at Central Missouri State
University in Education and
Communications.   

He has been inspired by numerous
people throughout his life. However,
his mother, Dorothy was at the top of
the list. From an early age she
instilled confidence in him and made
him believe that there wasn’t anything
he couldn’t accomplish as long as he
applied himself and was willing to put
in the hard work. 

Burns had some close friends who
worked for Fox News in New York
City, and that’s how he started in tele-
vision production. 

“They got me in the door - at the
bottom, working as a production
assistant. Once in the door, I was
able to learn all aspects of the televi-
sion business.I was lucky!” 

He produces television in the New
York City market and has created a
show called “Profiles” which is a sit-
down interview show with celebrities.

Burns said that the worst part of his
job is compiling the enormous amount
of research that goes into conducting a
30-minute interview. It usually takes
about 10 hours of research per inter-
view. And as soon as he gets finished
with one interview, he’s immediately
on to the next one.

Burns’advice to students interested
in the television field is to get the
proper education and take as many
writing and speech classes as they
can. Participate within the college’s
media program both in television and
radio.

“Don’t be one-dimensional, learn
everything about the business of tele-
vision, camera, sound, lighting, edit-
ing, and producing. You never know
where opportunity will present itself;

be ready for
anything and
every th ing . ”
He said stu-
dents should
not be afraid to
start at the bot-
tom. Do what-
ever it takes to
get your foot in
the door, he
said.

In the ‘90s
Burns hosted,
anchored and
starred in
numerous tele-
vision programs
such as “Special
Edition,” “Island View,” and “Staten
Island Live” for Time Warner Cable,
Inc. 

In 1994, Burns became one of the
founding members of Quest Media
Entertainment, Inc. 

In 1998, he created Quest Media’s
most popular and successful show,
“Profiles.” 

At Quest Media, Burns is responsi-
ble for writing, producing, hosting,
and overseeing the daily operations of
the company. 

“Hosting and producing Profiles

has been the most challenging and
most rewarding experience of my
broadcasting career,” Burns said. 

Burns said he wouldn’t change
anything about his life if he could.
“Since 2003, I’ve had my own televi-
sion show interviewing celebrities
such as Joan Rivers, Dr. Maya
Angelou, Joe Montana, Danny
Glover, Mario Lopez, and George
Foreman, just to name a few. The
show is seen by six million viewers in
the number one market in the United
States. I’ve been very lucky, and con-
tinue to be!”

Media company founderto be honored as alum

Photo courtesy of Mickey Burns

Mickey Burns with talk show host Larry King

Homemaker Health Care, Inc.
CNAs and Care Givers in Saline County

Full Time, Part Time, Shift Hours Needed
•Competitive Wages
•Paid mileage and drive time
•Health Insurance Benefits
•Paid holidays and vacation
•Flexible days and hours
•Must be 18 years or older
•Have a car and auto insurance
•Experience caring for elderly/disabled

Call for information and appointment
(660) 827-6667

Program teaches entrepreneurship
(Continued from page 1)


