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The alumni recognition banquet,
parade, football game with a Viking
victory, and the Athletic Hall of Fame
induction ceremony were some of the
events in this year’s Homecoming
held on Saturday, Oct. 25. 

Three alumni were recognized at
the alumni banquet on Friday, Oct. 24
in the R. Wilson Brown Room.
Outstanding Alumni Award recipients
were Mickey Burns (1969) of Staten
Island, N.Y. and Kevin Hart (1976) of
Marshall, Mo. Judge David Wood
(1996) of Rock Hill, S.C. was given

the Outstanding Young Alumni
Award. The anniversary classes of
1958, 1968, 1978, 1988, and 1998
were also recognized.

The MVC Athletic Hall of Fame
inductees included the 1958 varsity
football team; the 1974 varsity foot-
ball team; Bruce Beyer (1977) of
Waco, Texas; Kevin Hamill (1975,
posthumously); Greg Farris (1976) of
Florissant; Jon Heermann (1979) of
Independence, and Craig Conklin
(1976) of Chesterfield. The ceremony
took place on Saturday in the cafete-
ria.

The Homecoming events were pre-
ceded by the “Spirit Week” activities

that included students wearing their
favorite souvenir T-shirts on Monday,
wearing pink on Tuesday for “breast
cancer awareness” and wearing an old
homecoming T-shirt from high school
or college on Wednesday.  Other
events during the week included bon-
fire and the 39th annual torch run.

During the parade, Tau Kappa
Epsilon (TKE) fraternity and Alpha
Sigma Alpha (ASA) together won the
best float competition.

Winners of the Homecoming court
were announced during half-time of
the football game. Larry Wentzel and
Kylee Hawes were the senior
Homecoming King and Queen. The

two were crowned by 2007
Homecoming King James Justus and
Queen Kathy Francis. 

Other Homecoming court winners
included Marcus Romes and Marissa
Foreman for the freshman class,
Maurice Peterson and Venus Barron
for the sophomore class, and Darrell
Madry and Tayla Barr for the junior
class.

The Vikings football team routed
Avila 41-10, and Robert Holmes was
awarded the Ted Chittwood
Homecoming Award for being the
most outstanding senior player of the
game. Holmes had two touchdowns
and more than 100 rush yards.

Alfred Lewis/The Delta

The 2008 Missouri Valley College Homecoming King Larry Wentzel and Queen Kylee Hawes.

Football win heightens homecoming spirit  
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The way people dress speaks a lot
about their character. People gener-
ally dress according to dictates of
the culture they grew up in. Others
defy their culture and dress to what
best fit their choice. 

For places like Africa, where tra-
ditional cultures are widely prac-
ticed, dressing in a certain way
could draw the ire and criticism
from members of a community. For
example, women dressing in mini-
skirts are seen as perverse and want-
ing to catch men’s attention.

In the United States, people dress
largely according to choice and there
is no law that prohibits what to wear
and how. But, in the past few years,
ordinances and regulations have
been passed in some cities prohibit-
ing the sagging of pants.

According to an article in the
New York Times, "An ordinance in
Mansfield, Louisiana, subjects
offenders to a fine of $150 plus court
costs or 15 days of jail time. The
baggy pants ordinances make it ille-
gal for anyone to wear clothes that
reveal their underwear or dress in a
manner not becoming to their sex.
The prime targets of the law are
young men who wear sagging pants
that often reveal their under-gar-
ments.” 

In one of my classes last semester,
students were evenly divided on
whether sagging should be outlawed
or not. While some said it was
wrong to expose one's under- gar-
ments, they also believed it was
upon the individuals to choose how
to dress. I totally agree it is within
one's right to choose the way they
dress or the manner in which their
clothes are worn. However, I believe
there are limits to how we can dress
especially if it goes to the extent of
exposing what is private. 

I believe sagging is rude and dis-
respectful. Indecent dressing is a
turn-off for potential employers,
friends, and business associates and
can deny entry or invitations to for-
mal gatherings where proper dress-
ing is a factor. Sagging may seem
fashionable to some but it is the typ-

ical calculated move at rebellion that
manifests itself in some segments of
the society. It is also the hallmark of
the “I do not care attitude” that has
led many astray.

African-American men tend to
sag more than any other group of
people. The issue of sagging pants
was a topic of discussion on “Topics
with Sam,” a KMVC-TV show I
used to host. All the guests said that
they thought black men sag more as
a form of racial identity. But what
identity? I believe they should real-
ize how important it is for them to
dress modestly and with a sense of
decency.

Some researchers have suggested
that this culture of sagging in the
African-American community is an
“import” from the prisons which dis-
proportionately and unfortunately
house quite a number of them. The
Hip Hop culture has also been an
influence, by mimicking how some
of the Hip Hop artists dress.

We have seen this behavior in
classrooms, the cafeteria and other
public places. For example, during
lunch a few years ago, a student
showed how “lost” he was. As he
was trying to take his tray to the dish
room, his pants were so low that he
could hardly walk. He wasted his
time and just seemed out-of-touch
with common sense. This is just one
of many examples that you and I

have witnessed around campus and
in other public places. 

Let us bring common sense to our
wardrobe and style up. It is hard for
some to confront such an attitude
especially when political correctness
reigns supreme in our society.
Sometimes we do not have the guts
to speak about it for fear of sounding
trivial, but it should be known to
those who sag that their actions deny
them numerous opportunities that
could be the turning points in their
lives.

I think it is untenable to call for a
public dress code. We may not care
about the color of anyone’s dress or
even its price tag, but I know we do
care how appropriately they dress.

The reality is, with a significant
number of black men sagging more
than any other racial group, they
tend to perpetuate some racial
stereotypes that linger in the society
which indirectly affects responsible
and well-groomed black men.

The onus lies with black men who
sag to change the public perception.
So, next time “dawg, you leave the
‘hood,” could you please shun this
indecent exposure of your under-
wear as you head to Main Street,
where one’s dignity is not only
measured by how “you see things in
your own world” but by what is con-
ventional and acceptable in the
mainstream.

Fashion of sagging viewed as bad choice

J ennif er A. Lutz
GUEST COMMENTARY

Many of you have heard the term
“going green” no matter where you
come from. It’s a term  that is becom-
ing widespread to help encourage
people all over the world to “go
green” and help improve our environ-
ment and to keep it clean. 

Since this uprising of green and
everything that goes with it, you see
people everywhere trying to make a
difference and lower CO2 emissions
to be “green” and energy efficient.  In
some cases, it may be more expensive
but the house or place of business will

pay for itself when they get their bills.
It’ s worth spending a little extra
money to get an upper hand in the
future.

Many of you have heard, with this
uprising in the term “going green,”
that Missouri Valley College is also
“going green.” In correlation with this
step forward,  I’m letting you in on a
little fact that, as a resident of
Marshall, most people don’t know,
even people who live here on a regu-
lar basis. 

Here in Marshall, we have a recy-
cling center. Even though we’re a
somewhat small town, we have a big
heart and we try to make a difference

anyway we can. No doubt some of
you have seen garbage trucks with
signs “paper only” going through
town, but that isn’t the only recyclable
material the city of Marshall recycles.
It’s the only material they go and pick
up. 

We recycle a variety of materials
that include glass (green and clear),
mixed paper, cardboard, aluminum
and steel cans, electronics, and plastic
bottles—green and clear and regular
plastic. For these items, besides the
paper and cardboard, you have to take
them to the power plant on North
Street. 

All you have to do before you take

your recyclables to the center at the
power plant is make sure your items
are good and clean and make sure you
take any caps and/or lids off—those
are the only things they will not recy-
cle. But as far as that, that’s all you
need to do to help Valley and the city
of Marshall stay “green.” 

So, I encourage you, during your
stay here in Marshall and any other
city that recycles, to try to recycle as
often as you can. A little can go a long
way. What you do today will make a
difference tomorrow. 

For more information, just call
Marshall Municipal Utilities at (660)
886-6966. 

Student encourages campus to ‘Go Green’
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April Stottlem yr e
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Her love of art brought her to
Missouri Valley College from
Boonville and has taken her on a jour-
ney to the French Quarters of New
Orleans.

Freshman art major Nichole
Cornine was asked to paint murals at

Buffa’s, a bar and restaurant inside the
French Quarters of New Orleans.

Cornine grew up in Blackwater and
attended Boonville High School. She
chose Missouri Valley because it was
close to home. “I didn’t want to
change my entire life and friends just
to get an education,” she said. “Valley
just seemed to fit into the life that I
already had.”

Cornine said she has been
interested in art her whole life
and is thankful she has a fam-
ily that is very supportive of
her art. “I love art because
there is a lot of freedom in it,”
she said.

Her New Orleans adven-
ture began a couple of years
ago when her grandparents,
who own the Olivier House
Hotel in the French Quarters
of New Orleans, asked her to
display some of her work.
Unframed watercolors, char-
coal drawings, and pen
sketches by Cornine were
displayed in the hotel lobby
for sale. 

“They didn't sell real
quickly or for very much, but
it was money,” Cornine said.
She is now matting and fram-
ing her art to make it more

professional and said through practice
her art has improved. 

From there, Cornine started paint-
ing murals in the hotel to brighten up
dull areas. “Murals are fun to do
because they’re site specific. They’ll
never be anywhere but where I paint-
ed them,” she said. “It’s a bit over-
whelming when all there is is a blank
wall and someone is asking me to
paint.”

The chance to paint at Buffa’s came
when Cornine’s mother showed the
owner of the restaurant her daughter’s
work. The owner was getting ready to
remodel the dining room of his restau-
rant and said if Cornine could make it
to New Orleans he would love to have
her paint murals in it. After seeing her
talent, the owner also allowed
Cornine to hang and sell her art in the
restaurant without consignment. The
murals in Buffa’s are black and white
with gold acrylic accents.

Cornine described New Orleans as
“the most European city in America
and the northern most Caribbean
city.”

Cornine continues to practice her
love of art. To continue learning art,
Cornine said she needs the new art
proposal for added classes to pass so
she can earn a bachelor’s of fine arts,
and go on to graduate school. 

Photo courtesy of Nichole Cornine

The mural Cornine painted in Buffa’s in
New Orleans.
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Sa brina Hook er
DELTA STAFF WRITER

KMVC-TV, Missouri Valley’s tel-
evision study, aired its first show of
the semester last Tuesday, Oct. 21.
“KMVC-TV News,” produced by
the News Reporting for Broadcast
class, is a news program highlighting
Missouri Valley events.

“KMVC-TV News” runs 5-8 min-
utes. 

“The events that will be covered
are anything dealing with Valley, any
new school activities, and student
groups,” said Austin Zavala, student
producer of the show.

The first episode covered
Missouri Valley’s convocation cere-
mony, the home rodeo, and the the-
ater department

“Our next show is going to cover
Homecoming,” Zavala said.

The news show
will air every two
weeks on channel
10, on Tuesdays at 6
pm., and Thursdays
at 8 pm. 

“The Katie
Kimble Show” is
slated to air soon, as
well. 

“My show is
about other people’s
stories and getting
them out there,”
said Katie Kimble,
the show’s host. “As
Professor Roberts
would say, ‘everyone is a story,’ and
my show is here to tell it.”

The Katie Kimble Show has three
guests every week: two students and
a faculty member. The guest faculty
member for the first episode is Mark

Adderley, who talked about his
newly published and released book.

“I hope to gain knowledge and
experience, and meet new people.”
Kimble said.

Student-produced news show airs on channel 10

Austin Zavala films the second episode of
“KMVC-TV News.” 
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I may be well into my junior year
at Missouri Valley, but my life grow-
ing up has stayed with me everyday.

Whether it was standing in the
frozen food aisle in Wal-Mart on one
leg like a cold chicken or suddenly
getting the urge to balance a duck
upside down on my head, growing up
on a “funny” farm definitely has
shaped me into the woman I am
today.

When I mention a “funny” farm, I
don’t quite mean a few different ani-
mals here or there.

I mean a full-fledged Old
McDonald-had-a-farm type deal.  At

any given
time
growing
up, we
had a min-
imum of
35 head of
horses
from draft
Budweiser
type hors-
es all the
way down
to minia-
ture hors-
es that
weighed
less than

some of our dogs.
When I mention dogs, as I was

leaving for college in the fall, I had
to say goodbye to my only siblings,
my “brothers” as my parents said.
We had seven dogs ranging from a 2
½-pound Papillion to a 200-pound
English Mastiff, not to mention the
two Boxers, two Miniature Pinchers,
and a Dachshund in between. All in
the house, I might add. Our English
Mastiff even had his own couch.

But enough about the dogs.  How
about the 40 rabbits, 10 goats, 200
chickens, and 20 ducks and geese
that roamed the farm on any given
day.

We also had the occasional llama,
milking cow, tom turkey, and pot-
belly pig roaming around.

As I mentioned before I am an
only child so from the day I was born
till I went off to kindergarten, I was

mostly surrounded by
animals.

My parents often
found me outside inter-
acting with the animals.
Once when my mother
couldn’t find me, she
found me riding the
draft horses around the
pen and quickly asked
how I got up there.

I simply replied by
telling her when I put
the rabbit pellets on the
roof of the rabbit cage
the horses came up
close enough that I
could climb up onto the cage and
scramble up their neck and eventual-
ly to their back.

I have to mention that these horses
weighed 2,500 pounds and at that age
I was lucky to be about 3-and-a-half-
feet-tall and 30 pounds soaking wet.
So it was not exactly what my moth-
er wanted to see me doing.

I have many memories involving
collecting the eggs from the chickens
every evening.

My mom still tells stories about
watching me from the kitchen win-
dow walk into the chicken coop with
a bucket and then, about a minute
later, seeing me running out feathers
and bucket flying while mad hens
proceeded to chase me out of the
chicken coop.

She claims the real entertainment
came when I stomped back into the
coop with shovel in hand and
returned a few moments
later, bucket in hand, full of
eggs.  

My father found out that
when your daughter wants to
show you something outside
it was probably better to
walk outside instead of
telling her to just bring it in.

Shortly after telling me to
“just bring it inside,” I
waltzed right in with my
pony right behind me.

I will never forget the look
on my father’s face as he lay
on the couch nose to nose
with my pony, Ginger.

I was always coming up
with ideas that made my par-
ents just shake their heads.

One day I thought it would be a
brilliant idea to ride the llama.  I was
convinced that if it had four legs and
could hold me up, it must be able to
be ridden like a horse.

It wasn’t that we didn’t have
enough horses for me to ride.  At one
time we had more than 40 head.  I
just got bored and wanted to try
something new. 

I thought I could ride Spanky.
That was the llama’s name.  He,
however, didn’t find it nearly as
amusing as I did.  Just as quickly as I
hopped on, I was dumped right back
on my bottom.

The ducks also came as a source
of amusement for me.  To this day, I
still don’t know what made me do it,
but nonetheless, I managed to walk
all the way, about 100 yards, from
the barn to the house, to show my
mom of course, with a duck upside

down balanced on top of my head.
Mom and I always had fun going to
sale barns and adding to our “funny”
farm.

We would always pick up some-
thing new and random and we had a
motto when it came to what Dad
would say.  It was simply, “oh, he’ll
get over it,” and he always did.

Usually it would take him a while
to even notice what new animal was
roaming around. However, when
mom and I bought a pair of guineas
home, it was slightly more notice-
able.

Guineas are very loud, obnoxious
birds with a very unique sound and
when they sound off at about 6 in the
morning, let’s just say it’s enough to
make dad jump out of bed and grab
the shotgun.

My favorite story of all time
involves our peacocks. One of them
was roosting in the front oak tree that
hung over the road and it just so hap-
pened to fall out of the tree landing
on a car driving by.

The man and woman came up to
the house hysterical because they
didn’t know what had just happened.

When we went outside, all that we
could see were the two peacocks, one
of which was a little dazed, and
enough feathers to stuff a mattress
with. Our best guess was that the bird
fell asleep and landed on one of
maybe five cars that drove past that
day.

After we calmed the couple and 

Dazzle (right), Ginger (left), and Frosty (top) roam around with chickens and geese.

Katie’s “brothers” relax on the couch and watch
Oprah.

A baby goat takes its
first steps.

In My Shoes: Growing up ‘funny’ with farm life

(Continued on page 10)
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Missouri Valley College Fall Showcase   

Missouri Valley College Choir
directed by Diana S. Malan

A member of MVC Drumline
directed by Garry Anders

MVC Drumline

Theatre students directed by
Wade Hughes

Dance
repertory
students
directed
by Janie
Ross

MVC Show Choir

Photos and page design
by Alfred Lewis
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Homecoming brings 
multiple sports events

By Austin Za vala
DELTA SPORTS EDITOR

Families, students, alumni, and
fans filled into the football and soccer
stands this past weekend as the 2008
“I Love MVC” Homecoming brought
many sporting events together to
make a exciting weekend. 

The men of purple and orange took
the field as they looked to bounce
back from the loss against Mid-
America Nazarene University, losing
25-43, allowing Mid-Am to take the
lead in conference standings a week

prior. The seventh-ranked Vikings
played host to Avila University on
Saturday, as the offense put on a show
early in the game jumping to a big 20-
0 lead in the first quarter. 

However, for the remainder of the
game the Vikings would control the
score from the opposite side of the
football. 

The defense held Avila to only a
field goal in the first half and would
do almost the same for the rest of the
game. 

Allowing only a touchdown toward
the ending of the fourth quarter, the
Vikings defense finished the game
with 38 tackles and four interceptions.

Two of the interceptions came
from junior defensive-back Moa
Palepale, who led the team with five
tackles. Senior linebacker and captian

Soane Sevelo, helped boost the team,
intercepting a ball and running 30-
yards for a touchdown. 

Quickly following Sevelo’s score,
freshmen running back Junior Allen,
would run back a punt return for 85-
yards and a touchdown to push Valley
to a 34-3 lead. 

“The offense came out firing and
the defense kept getting after them,”
Sevelo said. “We fed off each other
and the special teams did some great
things.” 

Though offensively Valley strug-
gled throughout the game with quar-
terback Chris White throwing four
interceptions and only one touch-
down, the Vikings would go on to
route the Eagles 41-10. 

Valley is now 6-1 on the season as
they will go on the road to take on

Baker University, Saturday
November 11 in Baldwin City,
Kansas.

As the football team took the field
so did the men’s and women’s soccer
teams. However, they would not find
the same success as the football team
did that day. 

The men and women’s teams both
took on Benedictine College in con-
ference match-ups. 

The men’s team would be held
scoreless as the Ravens ran the board
winning 5-0, giving the Vikings an
overall record of 6-9. 

The Lady Vikings would find no
such luck either as they searched for a
win but were also held scoreless, los-
ing to Benedictine 0-3. The women’s
team is now 3-10 with two home
games remaining. 

I

M
V
C

 

Football photos courtesy of Todd Bossaller Women’s soccer photos courtesy of Todd Bossaller. Men’s soccer photos by Samuel Njuguna/Delta Staff
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11/1
Football : 

MVC vs. Bakey Univ. 
@ Baldwin City, Kansas, 1 p.m.

Soccer: 
MVC women’s vs. CMU
@ MVC, 1 p.m.

MVC men’s vs. Graceland
@ MVC, 3 p.m.

11/4
Soccer: 

MVC women’s vs. William-
Jewell

@ MVC, 1 p.m.
MVC men’s vs. William-Jewell
@ MVC, 3 p.m.   

11/8
Football:

MVC vs. Culver Stockton    
@ MVC, 7 p.m.

Cross Country:
Heart of America Athletic
Conference (HAAC) meet

@ St. Charles, Missouri 

Upcoming
Valley Sports

Schedule:

Three photos above by Devon Wade/ Delta ContributorThree photos above courtesy of Sandy Macholz

MVC women wrestlers, men’s alumni dual marks
beginning of promising new season
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Ralitsa Gospodino va
DELTA STAFF WRITER

The Missouri Valley International
Club took its first “field trip” of the
semester, traveling to Arrow Rock to
attend a Craft Festival that showed
how people lived in the 1800s and the
crafts they mastered. 

The trip was possible with the help
of Bruce and Tempe McGlaughlin.
Tempe is a former actress in Arrow
Rock’s town theater and a great friend
of the Missouri Valley International
Club and its president Shrut Bedi. 

The students got to know the town,
its history, and the great hospitality of
its people. The next trip to Arrow
Rock is planned for November for a
“potluck” event. 

The club has a variety of other
events on its calendar for the upcom-
ing year, including trips to museums,
a food fair, birthday celebrations, a
United Nations simulation meeting,
an auction, movie nights, and presen-
tations about member’s native coun-
tries. 

“The International Club is a very
good chance for American students to
actually get to know more internation-
al students and their cultures through
joining our club, as well,” said Bedi. 

Several movie nights and presenta-
tions of Ecuador, France and Kenya

have already been held. 
At this time, there are 139 students

on campus from throughout the world,
including China, Germany, England,
Brazil, Bulgaria, Zimbabwe, Canada,
and other countries. The International
Club’s members come from 26 differ-
ent countries. 

“We invite all the new internation-
al students and everybody else to
join,” said Milena Simic, the club’s

adviser. “We want it to be fun for
everybody.” 

The International Club sponsors
the “Adopt a Viking” program, which
matches students to suitable host fam-
ilies in the Marshall area to spend hol-
idays and eat home-cooked meals
with. The International Club also
offers rides to Wal-Mart and tries to
help students in other ways. 

Club travels to Arr ow Rock festival

Alfred Lewis/The Delta

McGlaughlin, pictured at left, with the Internationl Club members on
their trip to Arrow Rock.

Once a month, packages from the
MoVal Cares Project for Soldiers go
to soldiers with MVC connections
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

The project, coordinated by History
Associate Professor Tamara King,
sends cookies, clothing, artwork from
children, and other items provided by
students, faculty, staff, and residents. 

Soldiers currently on the list for
monthly packages are Marshall Pate,
Brandon Prather, Lacy Ferguson II,
Thomas Williams, Justin Oliver,
Caleb Hendrick, John Bauer, Curt
McPherson, Larry Godsey, Randall
Sherman, Barry Culbreath II, Jeff
Showalter, Mollie Keith, Rex
Martindale, Shannon Boling, Marcus
Mainz, Jeremy Denny, Edward

Maidment, Dennis Hackman, and
Derek Hampton. 

One U.S. serviceman to recently
stop by campus was Sgt. Eric
Giangrosso  who spoke about his mil-
itary service in Iraq at a Missouri
Valley College history class this

semester. The course, History 105:
Foundations of U.S. History II, is
instructed by Tamara King, associate
professor of History. 

Giangrosso, in addition to his two
tours of duty in Iraq, also served in
Kosovo. 

A conversation with him was the
beginning of the MoVal Cares for
Soldiers Project, after he told King,
who also is the coordinator of the
project, that “we never seem to have
enough socks” and then listed other
needed items. 

Eric Giangrosso was a wrestler at
Missouri Valley College; his brother,
Dominick, is a student here; and his
brother, Patrick, is a Missouri Valley
College assistant wrestling coach.

MVC sends care packages to soldiers

Sgt. Eric Giangrosso visits a class.

De von Wade
DELTA STAFF WRITER

A freelance journalist from the
African country of Namibia talked to
MVC students and classes last week.

Ngurimuje “Naf” Mieze told the
Mass Communication Basic
Reporting class that he preferred
working as a freelance journalist
because sometimes “newspapers have
certain agendas, and I want to be
free.”

He described the freedom that is
allowed in his country, which has
been an independent democracy for
almost 19 years. “I speak and say
whatever I want.” 

Mieze described the Namibia con-
stitution as one of the best in Africa in
allowing freedoms similar to those
enjoyed by Americans. 

He said the road  and communica-
tion systems in his country are very
good. 

He also talked about the problems
within his nation, particularly the high
rate of unemployment and the large
percentage of people inflicted with
HIV. “Almost 40 percent of the popu-
lation isn’t working and that worries
me,” he said. He said that HIV-AIDS
is destroying his nation.

Mieze gave an overview of
Namibia, including its size, media,
population, and history. Namibia has
less than 20 radio stations, five major
newspapers, and two TV networks. It
has three higher education institu-
tions.

Mieze has worked for the Peace
Corps, governmental and non-profit
organizations. He served as a guide
for Janie Ross, current MVC assistant
professor of Dance, when she was
working on her dance thesis project
in Namibia for several months. 

He was inspired to become a jour-
nalist by his brother who was stoned
to death for being a journalist in the
days prior to the nation’s independ-
ence. Mieze said he is a firm believer
in social justice. 

He said in the culture of his coun-
try, age is associated with wisdom and
people want to be older. 

He encouraged students to visit
Africa some day. 

Visitor provides 
view of Namibia
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J ohnn y Henr y
DELTA STAFF WRITER

Standing in front of T-shirts
adorned with messages about domes-
tic violence, speakers at a campus
presentation on Oct. 14 urged an end
to abuse. 

The first to speak was Becky
Plattner, Saline County commissioner.
Plattner’s approach was not statistical,
but more about emotion and feeling.  

She said that “choice is learned”
and people choose to be violent.
People choose to help or take action
against domestic violence, she said. 

The second speaker was Joe Aull,
Missouri state representative. Aull has
co-sponsored bills prohibiting school
bullying and bills calling for estab-
lishment of hotlines for missing and
abused children. 

Aull said that some forms of school
discipline in the past are considered
child abuse today, such as “swinging
the paddle” and getting a student’s
attention using physical force.

Aull said there are two common
themes connected with abuse. First,
that the abused person didn’t know
who to turn to and, second, that they
told people but nobody did anything.
More people must get involved, Aull
said.

Jennifer Carter, program develop-
ment specialist of the Missouri
Coalition Against Domestic and

Sexual Violence said the program she
works with provided a place to sleep
for victims 20,000 times last year.
Also, in 2007, more than 8,000
women and children were turned
away because of a lack of available
space.

She also talked about the lack of
funding and future plans of increasing
staff, salaries, and training.  If you are
a victim of rape you now don’t have to
pay for your own rape kit to collect
evidence, she said.

Debbie Wallace, executive director
of the Lighthouse Shelter, was the

final speaker. She talked about the
success of the shelter. 

The Lighthouse Shelter is a home
for abused women and their families
in Marshall. 

Last year, the shelter provided a
safe house for 501 domestic abuse
victims. They have served more than
200 women since 1998, and in 2008
alone, 508 women were helped. 

One in four women will be assault-
ed in their lifetime. 

By keeping an open dialogue with
the community through events like
this, women will know their options. 

Speakers call forend to domestic violence

Devon Wade/The Delta

Four speakers gave presentations to raise awareness about
domestic violence. 

Sar ah R odg er s
DELTA STAFF WRITER

College campuses around
America are taking steps to save the
planet with simple changes in their
daily lifestyle.

“Going green is really important
for our lives and for our campus,”
said junior Rachel Henke. “I think it
is vital that Missouri Valley College
takes the steps to ‘Go Green,’so that
we can do our share of saving the
environment.”  

The Student Government
Association and many of the
Missouri Valley College staff have
stepped up to help make students
aware of ways to “Go Green.”

“We wanted to start by doing
small things that everyone could take
part in and do on their own,” said
SGA President Colby Hazouri.
“Each week we send a few tips on e-
mail to the Missouri Valley College
student body on ways that they can
help the environment themselves.” 

Each student who gives SGAtips
to “Go Green” will receive a green
tote bag in appreciation of their help.

An example of a tip to help “Go
Green” is to use fluorescent light
bulbs when possible.  Four fluores-
cent light bulbs used six hours a day
can save $48 per year compared to
regular (incandescent) light.

“There are many ways that stu-
dents can start helping the environ-

ment, like turning off the AC and
bringing your own bag to get a grab
and go,” Hazouri said.

SGA is heading up several initia-
tives to help minimize Valley’s car-
bon footprint, such as getting more
recycling bins available on campus,
trying to turn digital and encouraging
teachers to have papers turned in on
Turnitin.com, and working with the
cafeteria to reduce waste and provid-
ing more organic food options. 

There are many new and upcom-
ing ideas that SGAis working on to
help the “green” campaign and it will
accept any new ideas that can help
with the campus taking the steps to
help the environment in “Going
Green.”

SGA, Missouri Valley campus ‘Go Green’

Obama wins in
mock election

Sam uel Njuguna
DELTA STAFF CONTRIBUTOR

With less than two weeks to
Election Day, Barack Obama is the
favorite presidential candidate
according to a mock election conduct-
ed by the Student Government
Association.

The election, held on Thursday,
Oct. 23, allowed members of the
MVC community including interna-
tional students to choose their ticket
of choice for Nov. 4.

A total of 230 people chose their
favorite candidates with the
Democratic ticket of Barack Obama
and Joe Biden getting 172 votes (75
percent). Republicans John McCain
and Sarah Palin came second with 43
votes (19 percent). 

Other presidential candidates who
received votes included Chuck
Baldwin and Darrell Castle of the
Constitution Party with 6 votes (3 per-
cent); Ralph Nader and Matt
Gonzalez of the Independent Party
with 5 votes (2 percent); and Bob Barr
and Wayne Allen Root of Libertarian
Party with 1 vote (.04 percent).

The election results had a margin
of error of 3 votes (+/- 1 percent).

Play set forNovember
The drama play “The Glass

Menagerie” will be staged by the
Theatre Department Nov. 19-22 at
Eckilson-Mabee Theatre. Harold
Hynick, assistant professor of
Theatre, directs the play, which was
written by Tennessee Williams, who
is considered one of America’s great-
est playwrights. At one time in his
life, Tennessee Williams resided in St.
Louis and was a student at the
University of Missouri. 

Intersession courses offered 

Students wanting to take interses-
sion courses, held in two sessions at
the end of this semester, can register
online for the classes at the MVC
website. Courses offered are Lifetime
Wellness, Human Sexuality, the
History of Sports in Film, and others.
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(Continued from page 4)
assured them that the peacock was

fine, my parents and I laughed so hard
we were on the verge of tears.

All the funny stories aside, spring
was by far my favorite and most
responsible time. As you can imagine
all those animals came from some-
where and we did buy many of them,
but most came in the spring time
when everything was giving birth. 

I learned more about life and death
growing up on a farm than I could
have ever learned from any book or
classroom.

It was by far the ultimate responsi-
bility to be in charge of caring for an
incubator full of chicken eggs or hav-
ing the night watch for a maiden mare
giving birth to her very first foal.

I learned that not only was life the
most precious gift, I also learned that
sometimes there was just nothing any-
one can do to save it.

I came home from school one day
and found our sheep giving birth pre-
maturely to triplets.  She had lapsed

her uterus and all the lambs were still-
born. There was simply nothing I or
anyone could do.

I also remember standing in the lot
with the vet holding chains as he
attempted to pull a backwards calf
from our milk cow.

Not all the moments were sad ones.
One winter night my aunt’s goat gave
birth to twins, but one
was a runt and would-
n’t make it through the
night.

I took on the
responsibility of stay-
ing up through the
night with the goat to
bottle feed it every few
hours. She lived and
ending up living in the
house for about a
month until my dad
said she finally had to
go outside like a nor-
mal goat.

Another was when
one of my rabbits froze

her foot in her water dish and had
completely severed the bone and all
the nerves, but it was still attached by
skin.

So I brought her up to the house
and mom and I did surgery right there
in the kitchen sink; the rabbit lived for
several years after that.

It wasn’t just the normal farm ani-

mals that I grew up with either. My
mother decided to get her rehabilita-
tion license one summer and so for
about 5 years we had everything from
deer to raccoons including the occa-
sional skunk and fox.

Our specialty became raccoons and
we ended up rehabilitating around 20
or so raccoons in the 5 years that we
kept our license.

Our first raccoon lived in the house
for the longest time. He was litter-box
trained and even ate cereal at break-
fast at the kitchen table with me in the
mornings.

Many people know me as a rodeo
girl and the truth is I grew up compet-
ing in rodeo since I was 5, but what
many don’t know is when I went
home from the rodeo I went home to
way more than just horses.

So just in case you see me standing
in the frozen food section at Wal-Mart
on one leg like a cold chicken maybe,
just maybe you’ll understand just
what it’s like to grow up on a “funny”
farm.

Bruno and one of the baby raccoons that the
Kimble family raised get acquainted. 

Mor e about Farm life pr ovides animal menagerie

Animal lovers raise awareness about shelterconditions
Sam uel Njuguna

DELTA STAFF CONTRIBUTOR

Missouri Valley College hosted a
fundraiser for the Marshall Animal
Shelter at the Murrell Library’s
Coffee By The Book Room on
Wednesday, Oct. 22, to provide infor-
mation about animal care.

The guest speaker was Sheila
Blalock, Saline Animal League mem-
ber and Clinical ITDepartment coor-
dinator at Fitzgibbon Hospital.

Blalock described the history of
the Saline Animal League which was
started in  1997 to help take care of
animals at the Marshall Animal
Shelter. 

The league was founded by Myra
Copeland who had visited the local
animal shelter which Copeland is said
to have called “terrible, in bad condi-
tions and so appalling.” In memory of
her sister Mahala Copeland Cox, a
local artist and an animal lover,
Copeland started the Saline Animal
League.

The organization has six volunteer
members and 10 who volunteer the

second and fourth Saturdays of the
month to take pets to Liberty and
Independence for adoption days.
They also help with testing or pro-
moting neutering and spaying locally.

Blalock said the importance of
adopting the animals is doing a favor
for the animals by saving their lives.

“I am always told the adopted ani-
mals always tend to be loving,”
Blalock added.

Blalock encouraged people to find
a home for the animals first before
taking them to the shelter because it is
full.

“Our goal is to make the shelter
empty,” Blalock said.

Blalock also emphasized the need
for neutering and spaying as a way to
control breeding.

Blalock said if someone wanted to
give a pet away, they can listen to
KMMO’ s “Pet Patrol,” which is a free
on-air service for three days. It helps
listeners to give away their pets.

Two faculty members were the
coordinators of the library event.

Tamara King, associate professor
of History, said she was glad the col-

lege community could do something
for the animal shelter.

“I also appreciated Blalock for
coming to talk about the shelter,”
King added.

Betsy Murphy, assistant professor
of Business Administration, said it
was good to get the word out because
the Saline Animal League does a

good job. 
“I am also proud as a member of

the Valley family to support the crit-
ters,” Murphy said. 

Murphy added that she got her cat
from the shelter.

At the fundraiser, door prizes were
given to those who donated to the ani-
mal shelter. 

Samuel Njuguna/The Delta

A student at the fundriaser gives a pound dog “kisses.”
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Katie Kimble
DELTA STAFF WRITER

For many students, Nov. 4 will be their
first time ever to vote in a presidential
election. For many faculty and staff, their
first presidential vote is a great memory
about political milestones at the beginning
of their adult years.

They expressed many different emotions when it
came to how they felt for their first vote.

Buddy Mayfield who works in the Financial Aid
Office said his first time to vote was exciting,
though he was nervous. He said he wanted to
make sure he did the right thing and not make the
wrong decision. 

When his candidate won, he said, “It made me
feel good that he won. I felt like I was a part of it.”

Ken Kujawa, director of the
Viking Sports Network,
voted for the first time in
1976 for Gerald Ford.  He
said in 1972 when he was
in high school, he cam-

paigned for George
McGovern but changed his

views once he got to college. 
When incumbent President Ford lost to Jimmy

Carter, Kujawa said he took it somewhat personal.
He said it felt like, “Wow, I voted, and it didn’t do
any good.” He said he thinks he was just more
optimistic then.

English Professor Loren Gruber experienced an
interesting first vote. After he turned 21, there was
a state election and he was a senior in college. 

When he went to vote, he was challenged by the
voting officials because, though he was a college
resident in Iowa, the officials said he couldn’t
vote in that state. When Chuck Bohi,
Gruber’s friend who was the son of a
liberal Democratic state senator, heard
that his Republican friend couldn’t
vote, he wanted to help. They went to
the polling place and, after Bohi threat-
ened to get the police involved, the vot-

ing officials decided to let Gruber vote on the
basis that it would be a contested ballot.

They handed Gruber the ballot, he
voted, and then slipped the ballot into
the voting box, which caused the official
to create a big scene. Gruber said the

official had planned to just rip up the bal-
lot after he left.  

David Van Horn, instructor of Religion and
Philosophy courses, voted for the first time in
1972. Van Horn said that it felt great to be part of
the process.

He said he felt like he was “turning the corner to
adulthood.” He said it is “something that should be
taken very seriously.”

An e-mail question to faculty also received responses:
Harry Carrell, chairman of the Mass

Communication department: “I cast my first vote
for president in 1964 and voted for Lyndon
Johnson. I did not vote for Johnson, I voted
against Barry Goldwater fearing he would get us
further involved in the war in Vietnam. My first
experience in Vietnam was 1963 and everyone at
the time knew it might turn into a mess. Boy, was
I wrong when I voted. My vote nearly got me
killed. Casting a vote is extremely important.” 

Pam Reeder, Murrell Library director:
“My first presidential vote was for
Richard Nixon in 1972. It was my fresh-
man year in college and I had to vote
by absentee ballot.  Since it was the
first time I’d voted in a presidential
election, I was both excited and nerv-
ous about the process of absentee vot-
ing.  I also remember some pretty hot
arguments between my roommate and me

over politics…we didn’t choose to room
together for our sophomore year.” 

Betsy Murphy, assistant professor of
Business and Economics: “My first pres-
idential vote was for Gerald Ford in
1976. I cast my first vote by absentee
ballot from my dorm room at the

University of Maine back in October,

1976. I voted for
Gerald Ford partly out
of party loyalty and
partly because I
thought Jimmy Carter
was both too conservative
socially and too much of a
‘goody-two-shoes’. If I had known then what I
know now, I never would have been taken in by
Ford’s promises to ‘Whip Inflation Now’– WIN –
but gas shortages and price inflation were the hot
topics of conversation after the Vietnam War, and
Gerald Ford had seemed to do a good job after
Nixon’s resignation in 1975. Needless to say,
Carter won the election and now, 32 years later,
people are still talking about gas prices and infla-
tion.” 

Tamara King, associate professor of History:
“My first presidential vote was for Jimmy Carter
in 1980 (he lost to Reagan). I didn’t know yet
whether I was a Democrat or a Republican, but I
voted for Carter because he was clearly a decent,
honest, intelligent man. He told the truth to the
American people about our wasteful use of energy
back in the 1970s, and we didn’t want to hear it

then, but he was right, and we still don’t
want to hear it. Carter wanted the U.S.

government to act, in foreign and
domestic policy, according to our
best values: Human decency, fair-
ness, compassion, hope. But
Reagan was elected instead.”

David Roberts, assistant profes-
sor of Mass Communication: “My

first presidential vote was for George
McGovern in 1972. It was the first time

18-year-olds could vote in a presidential
election and I was very excited to vote. Though
McGovern lost in a landslide to Nixon and people
made fun of my vote at the time, just a few
months later I had trouble finding anyone who
admitted they’d voted for Nixon (who later
resigned in disgrace). I am still proud of my first
vote.”

Faculty, staff remember first presidential vote

Records show that Todd Palin, husband of Republican vice
presidential candidate Sarah Palin, attended Missouri Valley
College during the 1984-85 school year.  

Palin  was pictured in the 1985 Sabiduria on page 155. 
According to a story in the Marshall Democrat-News by

Kathy Fairchild, Palin came from Alaska to MVC to play on
the basketball team. The MVC basketball coach at the time
also had come from Alaska and recruited players from the

state. Palin stayed at MVC only for his freshman year.
Attempts by a Delta reporter to contact Mr. Palin for com-
ments were unsuccessful and, despite Missouri being a
swing state, members of the MVC community have heard
no mention from candidate or spouse along the campaign
trail about the freshman connection.

Right: Todd Palin is pictured in the 1985 MVC yearbook.

Husband of vice presidential candidate attended MVC
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Ralitsa Gospodino va
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Four chemical bombs were
illegally released in the area of
Moreland Hall last week. The
bombs, also recognized as
“works bombs,” are mixed
chemicals that can take up to
five minutes to explode. 

“These chemical explosions
are very caustic and can cause
severe burns,” said Mark
Gooden, director of Campus
Security.

A formal investigation of sus-
pects involved into the con-
structing and discharging of the
bombs has been started by
Missouri Valley College co-
operating with the Federal
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms. 

Anyone caught possessing an
explosive devise on campus
“may be immediately dismissed
and prosecuted to the fullest,”
according to information from
Heath Morgan, dean of
Students. 

DNA will be taken from the
samples of the bombs and the
people involved will be caught
and charged, Gooden said.

Despite these recent inci-
dents, crime on campus has
been lower than previous years.
In addition to the “works”
bombs, the MVC Criminal
Report Data for this year so far
lists two burglaries, four stolen
electronic devices, three proper-
ty-damaged reports, and four
drug possessions.

Gooden recommended that
students lock their doors and
keep their valuables secure,
because people tend to go to
unlocked rooms and take lap-
tops, cell phones and others
items. 

“I have five officers working.
They work all evening and night
around campus to make sure
you’re all safe,” Gooden said.
The emergency phone to contact
them at any time is 660-815-
0111.

Chemical explosions
thr eaten studentsYalimar V idal

DELTA STAFF WRITER

The Saline County coroner sits in
his office during the brief break from
death calls. He is on duty 24 hours a
day, seven days a week. The coroner's
office never closes.

A death call can come any day of
the year. No vacations.

The coroner’s job is to prepare peo-
ple for the passing of their loved ones.
He offers comfort and support to the
living and a proper burial to those
who die in Saline County. People hold
ceremonies for the passing of our
dead. These ceremonies are called
“funerals.” 

When people think of funerals, it is
common to think about celebrating
the life of the deceased or mourning
their passing. A funeral is meant to
benefit the living and help them cope
with a loved one's death. 

Willie Harlow, Saline County coro-
ner, who is also a funeral director and
embalmer, was elected to deal with
the dead. In Missouri, the coroner is
an elected position like mayor or sher-
if f. The candidates go to state-mandat-
ed training in order to be eligible for
the job.

So, why would someone actually
want to be the county coroner? “We
are there to serve that family,” Harlow
said during a presentation at the
Murrell Memorial Library, last week.
“If you lose the compassion you have
for people, you will never do a good
job.”

As the Saline County coroner,
Harlow helps families and the state
figure out how and why people died.
He said there are five ways to label
death: Homicide, suicide, natural
causes, accidental death, and
unknown. 

A good coroner must always be up-
to-date on the local religions and their
different ways of dealing with their
dead, he said. This is one way to
ensure that the people who die are
given a proper burial according to
their religion. 

As a funeral director, Harlow helps
inform the families about their options
when it comes to the funeral and the
burial. 

“We respond to the place of
death,” said Harlow the coroner. He

relies on EMS or emergency medical
service. They must place the call
before he can officially respond. 

As an embalmer, the job is a bit dif-
ferent. The embalmer attempts to
make the deceased person look like
they did in the prime of their life. 

Their objective is to preserve the
body which Harlow said can be
“extremely easy or extremely diffi -
cult.” As an embalmer, Harlow said,
“When we receive a death call, we
embalm the body within 24 hours.” 

To embalm a body, one must start
by setting the face. It literally means
injecting the face with embalming
fluid and putting vaseline on the sen-
sitive areas that will dry quickly to
preserve the face as it is suppose to
look. 

The next process involves the
hands and legs. These two areas can
be really well-embalmed when the
fluid flows evenly through the body or
totally amiss because of  blocked ves-
sels or lack of fluid, he said.  

The embalmer is also a good cos-
metologist. He has to make up the
body so that it will look the proper
color and texture. 

As the embalmer, he replaces the
blood with embalming fluid, dresses
the body, and makes the person look
like family members remember them.
Blood decomposes when the body
starts to die. This makes embalming
key to preserving the body.

When people die, there are cere-
monies and rituals to humanize and
understand the experience.
Sometimes people die and take their
beloved pets with them. The ones,
who do want their pets to join them in
death, leave instructions to have the
animal put down and buried with
them. 

Some cases require autopsies.
Usually, these are cases of unusual
deaths in people under 18 or infants.
Children under the age of one must
have an autopsy, according to
Missouri law.

Autopsies are also done on older
people, but there has to be some rea-
sonable doubt about the cause of
death. “Autopsies do not lie,” Harlow
said. 

People will sometimes get angry
about the results and a coroner, funer-
al director, and embalmer needs to be

ready for anything. “You can't dis-
prove something that is proven,”
Harlow said. 

Marriage can affect how a body is
treated. If there is a surviving spouse,
they decide what happens with the
body. 

There are times when people know
what they want before they die and
leave instructions in case of their
death. In these cases, a judge is pre-
sented with evidence and asked to let
the funeral home follow the dead per-
son's instructions.

A coroner has full jurisdiction over
the body and anything on the body at
the time of death. This is key to figur-
ing out how and why the person has
died, Harlow said. 

Harlow said the state rules for
coroners include that a coroner
becomes sheriff if the current sheriff
dies. He would take over the sheriff's
job until a new one is appointed.

Harlow is a Missouri Valley
College graduate and attended
Mortuary School in Kansas City. He
started working at funerals and help-
ing out in funeral homes. 

Bryan Gaskill, a Marshall High
School teacher who attended the
library presentation, asked Harlow
how he copes with the parts of his
work that many people might find
depressing. After a long day, Harlow
said he drives around and listens to
music as a way to wind down.

Coroner ‘sees dead people’for a living

Photo courtesy of Mary Slater

Willie Harlow, Saline county
coroner, speaks at the library.


